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threetypes of resistance 


WHY the rightist BACKLASH ? 
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New Revolutionary Movement! 


THESE WORDS are being 
written, w'orker^ m France are 
locking the bosses out of fac¬ 
tories in a massive defiance of the 
authorities unparallelt^ in Western 
Europe since World War 11, The 
Minister of the Interior has spoken 
out against ‘anafcby** the Daily 
Telegraph has reported the appear¬ 
ance of red and black anarchist 
flags in Paris, and the Daily JVfojV 
has described the situation as one 
of ‘open revolt against tradiliona! 
forms of authimtyV 
At this moment it is impossible 
to tell whether the end will be a 
return to 'taw and order' brought 
about by the unleash in g of the 
truncheons» guns and poison gas 
of the Security Forces on the 
workers and students, the replace¬ 
ment of the pneseni administration 
by a more ‘liberal' regime (with or 
without De Gaulle), or a flare-up 
into open social revolution. EuU 
whatever the outcome, the import¬ 


ance of these events goes far be¬ 
yond France. 

First of all these events have 
smashed the talk put about by 
liberal sociologists and Maoists that 
the workers of the Western World 
have become loo corrupted by in¬ 
creasing prosperity to fight capi¬ 
talism. Within a fortnight the 
demands of the students unleashed 
forces that officially are out of 
date in the era of the Welfare State. 
Barricades have been built in Parts, 
buildings seized, and bosses taken 
prisoner. Official reaction has been 
predictable. The brutality of 
Gauiie's CRS has been completely 
naked and unconcealed. 

This has been brought home to 
all by the reports in the British 
press of police clubbing passers-by 
indiscriminately and dragging the 
wounded off stretchers to beat them 
up. No matter how ‘liberal' or 
'progressive* capitalism may seem at 
a particular time, as soon as it is 


IVEEK er WEEK 


MONO 4V. MAY 13 
T>ARIS POLICE opened lire when 
^ siudcnis atuicked a police van which 
had knocked down several of them in the 
Place Dcufcrt-Rochercaii. Negotiaiions 
between the North Vietnamese and the 
Americans began. Both sides seemed 
prepared for a long stay. Essejt Univer¬ 
sity viituatly declared itself independent. 
A meeting of !,(X10, both staff and stu¬ 
dents. voted to set up a ^free university'. 
Students from the French Academy m 
London demonstraLlcd in sympath)' with 
their compairiots. 

Force was used lo evLci forty gipsy 
families at Forest Road. Redbridge, near 
London. Their caravans were forced 
open with crowbars and they were palled 
out 

ITiESDAY, MAY 14 

Sorbonne students opened the Univer- 
srty to the population, inviting ‘the 
workers to come and discuss with ihcm 
the problems of the University' All 
dcmonstnitors who were arrested have 
been released. A demorntratiorr of 
nationalist youths took place in the 
Champs-Flyies 
VVEONLSOAY, MAY 15 
The Home rjflicc denied that the 
Government would impoic intcmaJ move¬ 
ment control on immigrants of Common 
wealth or Eg I n. 

THURSDAY, MAY Ht 
The French Prime Minisler appealed 
to the population to resist ‘anarchy', Stu- 
dcnls at Enfield College of Icchnology 
protested against the decision of the 
academic board to impose a JO'?:", quota 
on overseas students Fifly Oxford 
students distributed leaflets outside the 
Cowley car factories, defying a ban by 
the Pri^iclors. 'Htey are supporting the 
engineers' wage claim, Mr Michael In¬ 
wood, a philosophy don, is supporting 
them. -Suggestions for a temporary halt 
in immigration were rejected by the 
Home Secretary. 

FKIDAV, MAY 17 
Pilots of J3QAC began a work to rule, 
hourjj earlier than originally planned, 
as a prote.^i against the allegation on 
Wednesday by Sir Giles Guthrie, the air- 
Jinc Chairman, that they had urged him 
to ‘cook the books' over their producti¬ 
vity claim 

The pound sank to a new low The 
franc is also in trouble. A fresh outbreak 
of foot-and-mouth disease occurred at 
Macs-fan-y-Glwyden farm, near Oswestry. 
-The hlcathrow immigraiion officers who 


supported Enoch Powell are to be let off 
with a strong reprimand Noise of air¬ 
craft may compel the composer Benjamin 
Britten to move to Ireland from AJdc- 
burgh, Suffolk. Three of the 42 boy 
soldiers who walked oiit of the Parachute 
Regiment depot at Aldershot have been 
discharged from the Army. All have 
been fined sums up to six guineas. 

In a gesture of non-violent protest, a 
group of stodenis squatted in the middle 
of Tavistock Square to protest against 
the hypocrisy of the government. Mr. 
Wilson was unveiling a statue of Gandhi 
in commemoration of his (Gandhi's) 
birth. 

Several thousand students marched for 
the second time in 24 hours from the 
Sorbonne to the Renault works. France 
was faced with a radio and television 
stoppage. The Greek Left refuses to be 
responsible for the safety of tourists in 
Greece. The two main underground 
movements. Democratic Defence and the 
Patriotic Front, have issued a joint state¬ 
ment warning that tourists will be con¬ 
sidered as sympaihetk to the regime. 

The suspensions on three Essex students 
were lifted, Enfield College dropped the 
foreign quota plan. A country landowner 
offered his estate in Shropshire for a 
multiracial housing cent re. 

SA JI trim V. MAY lb 

Ralph -Schoenman was arrested in 
Dublin, and h to be deported hack to 
July. Me 19 said to ha ye been al tempting 
to enter Britain 
SUNDAY, MAY Vi 
Two niEllion workers are now on 
strike in France, the governmcni had no 
intention of forcibly returning immi¬ 
grants whi» had settled in Hrilain. said 
the Home Office. 

The revoil of the students and workers 
in France was pan ol u wurJd-widc fer- 
menE, said Lord Brock way, addressing 
the Movemem for Cokmial Freedom A 
disastrous racial war was inevitahk in 
Hhcidesia and South Africa, which per¬ 
haps might spread to Bn tain 
Hipptts are being i-^pcllcd from Inos 
The government is Miatiirbed" by the 
repiiEation they were giving the country. 

flundreds of Madrid students fought 
the police afior 6^000 had attended a 
performance by Ralmon, Spain protest 
singer. Banners reprcscntitiig ( he Guevara 
were carried 

Vietcong guerillas made a rocket attack 
on the heart of Saigon. 

A.W.U, 


challenged il itself as uUi- 

malely based on naked barbarism. 

Looking at French situation 
we also see impotejice of the 
traditional left leadership. The capi¬ 
talist presSt so fond of attributing 
all opposition as a ‘cominunist 
plot', is forced to admit tliat when 
the sludents fifst took to the streets 
the French Cominunisi Party dis¬ 
missed them as ‘adventurers* (just 
as the British Communist Party 
dismissed the organisers of the 
March 17 Grosvenor Square demon¬ 
stration). 

Of course, when the stndeni 
demonsirations were massive suc¬ 
cesses. ihe Frenc’ii Comnuinists were 
forced to revise their line but in 
spite of their climbing ort ihe band¬ 
wagon the libertarian nature of the 
move men l is evident. 

No directives are being issued 
from on high. Instead the students 
have seizcd'the Paris Odeon for use 
as a forum to discuss revolutionary 
strategy freely. 1 he irue danger of 
Communist influence U tliui it will 
lead to a repetitJtifi of the events of 
193G wlien French-- 
shaken by another wave of stay-in 
strikes and ihe French Communists 
diverted the militancy into suppori 
of Lhe liberal 'Popular Front' whose 
compromises so demoralised the 
French workers that it was an easy 


Sinking Ship ? 

E veryone'S talking about the 

death of the Labour Party. Is it 
really doomed or does the nimour r«t 
on customary Tory gestures at Opposi¬ 
tion? A few^ straws in the wind indicate 
that a real split is, in fact, imminent 

A Labour MP, Stan Newens of Epping 
and Harlow, has been publicly challenged 
on his stand in advocating socialism 
(whatever ihai h) and still remaining a 
member of the British political party 
which is capable of destroying an un¬ 
precedented number of people and which 
has proved itself the more efficient capi¬ 
talist party of the two In Peace News 
on I5.3.6h an attack was made on his 
position. 

In response to a letter by Stan Newens 
and 44 of his hypocritical colleagues 
calling for a big Aldcrmnston to 'force 
upon our Labour Government new 
policies for mi clear disarmament and 
peace’, an <j|>cn leBer, signed by 40 old 
regulars of Aldcrmnslon indicated that 
pressure was not cnciugb and that ‘the 
fftate will never willingly abandon its 
major weapon of cifcition’. Tlvis a^suUed 
m a long dispute in [he pages of PN 
iirt Ihe truth or tmt of (he reply. 

lE interests ua here only in that some¬ 
thing has happened riace then which is 
a clue Ui future adiaa, Mr. Newens has 
openly slated bia willingness to resign 
from hfs party, Uoqple this with the 
fact that his cmisijlucHcy is being divided 
and thill he recently moved to Ihc I .ahour 
stronghold of his , in an altempl 

to take the local party with him? 

ITiis is one ease- Noihing is dermile. 
Is it a sign of the h files? 'Hits month's 
A'anriTy contains an article by Anlbony 
Arhla.sier which iUBSests the old thing 
-a new party, perhaps after Wilssoti's 
defeat at the next ek'cHfin True or not. 
[here will be a fallinS oil from the ranks 
of the LP. When d happenM, we must 
ensure we are there avoid any further 
parlies springing up 

D.P. 


thing for Fascism to triumph in 1940. 

Today this is a similar threat. 
Moscow is currently for ‘peaceful 
co-cxisience' and would be greatly 
embarfassed by the participation of 
Communists in a social revolu¬ 
tionary movement in France parti¬ 
cularly in view of the friendly 
relations between Russia and the 
Gaul list regime. 

But. sell-out or no sell-out, the 
French workers and students have 
demonstrated the insecurity of the 
system which we fight. All over the 


Western world a new revolutionary 
movement is being built. In Ger¬ 
many the SDS is the only real oppo¬ 
sition to the coalitioa In Poland 
deniofisirations have shaken the 
Gomulka regime. In the USA the 
government arms itself for war in 
the cities this summer. And in Bri^ 
lain events such as the Grosvenor 
Square demon strati on have shown 
that lhe potential for a similar move¬ 
ment exists. Soon, perhaps, it may 
be Wilson's turn to tremble, 

Roger Sandeix. 


Don’t Forget about them! 


WKILE REPRESSION GROWS m 
** in Spain, since the events nf 
May 1. Dc Gaulle and the French police 
go out of iheir way to contribute to 
the maintenance of the Franco diciaior- 
ship. 

Five auii-Fnmco militafits. residents 
of France far some lime, have been 
juv ant , -M ^axp* ! k i Miit cmia-- 
e.rpTanaiitin other than the class i^I 
'sticurity reasons'. 

In spite of iheir status as political 
refugeea, the Ministry of Intcriar has 
not hesitated in putting theje measures 
into practice. Our comrades have been 
placed under ‘town arrest’; their place 
of residence has been chosen for them. 
One of thcni, living in Tarbes, has 
had to move to Quimper. thus losing 
both his work and his house. 

Wc find that opposing Franco dictator* 
ship is a crime to the French tribunals. 
This is the sad state to which France 
has been brought. What sospicious ac¬ 


tivities and deals are going on behind 
the facade of French democracy? 

From today it ia urgent to put into 
action: 

An exposure of the repreulve measures 
taken against AiUonio ROS, Jos6 
PFTRATS. Jose SOS. Placlda ARANDA, 

and Makno CUEVAS* so lhai these may 

■ * * ' * * - 

A demand for a ban on similar re¬ 
pressive actions upon other anti-Franco 
militants: 

EFFECTIVE SOLIDARITY for those 
who in Spain and the rest of the world 
are struggling for freedom and the 
emancipation of ihe working-class. 

CoWMlTtEE FOR 

RjevoLirnoNARY Spain, 

Anarchist Blaqc Cross. 

(Letters of protest to the French 
Ambassador and local Vice-Consuls: 
Air-France is a Govern mem agency 
susceptible to popular opinion f) 


Alberola to go on Hunger-Strike 


I^TJL BRUSSELS reports that comrade 
Octavio Alberola. who was arrested 
and found guilty on the charges of illegal 
entry' and carrying arms in Belgium. Is 
coos id Bring further action in order to 
secure political asylum there. He has 
elected to remain in prison although the 
three months’ term of imprisoament has 
already been served, as there is a depor¬ 
tation order again.sl him. Ii is now two 
weeks since he has replied to the Belgian 
authorities and has had no reply from 
Thum. He has decided to go on hunger- 


strike on May 22 if he is not released 
and allowed to go free pending the deci¬ 
sion of the Minister of Justice. 

The FHL asks all comrades to protest 
about his treatment to the Belgian 
authorities and point out the remarked 
contrast between the treatment given to 
Alberola as compared to the sanctuary 
given to Colonel Goddard of the OAS 
who WM actively assisted by Belgian 
authorities in the supply of false identity 
papers. 


Dollar Leaflets for the Queen 


T UP AUl'MOBITIES' a-ltempt to stop 
political protest by ^sorting to 
finicky prosecutions by using odd inter- 
pretntions of the law is threatening lo 
rebt>uiid a^iiisi them in ihe case of 
Sluarl Christie and the dollar leaflets. 
An Linusiuilly courageous article in the 
Observer last Sunday brought the case 
now well inio the open. 

'i his is no less than a political prose¬ 
cution. which aims lo limit the activities 
of our comrade The auihontics were 
probably hoping to smu^lc this case 
into the courts us they did with Terry 
Chandler -and even then they only got 
a conditional discharge. But following 
Tony Smythes sp^w^h at the NCCL's 
conference and reports [n the Sunday 
T<*/cgfijp/i and the Guaniian and now 
in the Observer, the authorities must 
be begiiiiung to feel foolish about the 
stupidity of their decision lo prosecute. 

A protest movement around this issue 
is beginning to emerge, A woman 


comrade was warntly applauded at last 
week-end’s VSC national committee 
mcciing when she appealed for help in 
this matter. At East Anglia University 
a demonstration is planned (according 
to the Guardian} when, the Queen visits 
the University, 

All correspondenee on further ac¬ 
tivities to the LFA. John Rfty, 


WORKERS & STUDENTS 
ANARCHIST ALLIANCE 

DEFEND 
THE FNENCH 
REVOLUTION 

Meeting Speakers' Corner 
Sunday May 27 5 p.m. 

































ALBERT grace 


books ? 

MTS can supply 
any book in print 

SECONDHAND 

We have a large slock of secondhand 
books. Try us for what you want. This 
week's selection, 

Cliiimcter Analysis Wilhelm Reich 35/- 
Thc World of Lahnur 

G. D. H Cole (1917) 15/- 
Thc Cfmditinn of Laboor 

Henry George 3/6 

W ar and Peace 

Leo Tofstoy (3 vofs.) set IH/- 
Thc Origin and Ideals of Ihe 
Modern School (1913) 

Francisco Ferrer 6/- 
Edward Carpenter: His Ideas and 
Ideals A. H, Moncur Sime 6/* 

Essays in Sociohigy 

.1 M. Robertson (2 vols,) set !7/6 
News from Nowhere 

iff ram Morris (Pocket) 6/- 
Tlic Popes and ihcir Clmrcli 

Joseph McCabe (Pkt. paperback) 4/- 
The ThibuuKs 

Roger Martin du Card 7/6 
Antic Hay Aldous Huxley (Pocket) 3/- 
-Airival and Departyre 

Arthur Kocstler 3/- 
Tliicvcs in fhc N ight Arthur Kocstler 3/- 
The Outcry Henr>^ James 3/6 

Hie Dark Joumey Julian Green 3/- 

4 Tern of Blue Willy Goldman 3/- 

Tlie Ferry: Sketches of Ihe Struggle 
for Socialism in (he Altai 
Mountains Mark Egart 3/- 

Moderato CanlabiJe 

Marguerite Duras I9r6 
More Stories (To W hom it may 
Concern) James T. Farrell 3/6 

Clara Lonnie Coleman 7/6 

(Postage extra) 


Temporary address' 
c o EXPRESS PRINTERS, 

84a WHITECHAPEL HIGH ST„ EJ 



Freedom Bookshop 

(We’re Mared! See cot. 5) 



FREEDOM PRESS 


are rhe publishers 

of ihe monthly magazine 

ANARCHY 

and the weekly journal 

FREEDOM 

specimen copies will 

be gladly sen! on requesr. 


W iTH THE TRAGfC death of Albert 
Grace on April 14 at Swindon ai 
the age of 56, the anarcho-syndicalist 
movement has lost one of its longest 
serving propagandisEs in the industrial 
field. He died following an unsuccessful 
operation on December 20* 1967. His 
funeral and cremation took place on 
April 20 and was attended by a large 
number of fellow trades unionists from 
the Electrical Trades Union and other 
building unions. 

He leaves a widow, Mrs J. E, M. 
Grace, 37 Boscombe Road, Moredon* 
Swindon, Wills,* and several grown-up 
sons. His youngest son* Keith, is due 
to leave school in the summer. Wc ex- 
tend to Mrs. Grace and her family our 
deepest sympathy in (heir bereavement, 
Albert Grace was born on the South 
Side of the River Thames, London* and 
at an early age became a docker* working 
mainly in and around the cold stores. 
Due to ilbhealth he left the docks in the 
mid-1950s and took up a second trade 
as a skilled electrician* first working in 
London and then as a result of constant 
victimisation, moved to the W^t Country 
where he worked in Bristol for a time 
and subsequently in various other parts 
of West and Southern England on various 
large contracting jobs. For a lime he 
lived ai Farnborough* near Bath* sub- 
sequenlly moving to Swindon, where he 
died. 

He joined the anarcho-syndicalist 
movement in the late 1920's as a young 
man and was actively associated with the 
late Mat Kavanagh and with McCartney 
in the unemployed movement. 

He was also closely associated with 
Albert Mcltzer in action in support of 
the CNT and FAT in Spain from 1936, He 
was also active in the production and 
distribution of The Syndicalisi in 1952-53 
and was a member of the committee 
which included Albert Meltzcr and 
Philip Sansom and other militants. He 
was a regular supporter of the anarchist 
open-air platform at Hyde Park on Sun¬ 
days and was ever ready to lend his help 
in any propaganda activities* particularly 
where this was conducted in the docks 
or in other industries* where he always 
felt the major anarcho-syndicalist propa¬ 
ganda and activity should be carried out. 

The writer of this personal appreciation 
first met Albert Grace in the course of 
the series of dock workers’ strikes and 
militant struggles in the immediate post¬ 
war period 1945 to 1951. During this 
period Albert Grace was extremely active 
and ^vas associated with the unofTicial 
committees which came into existence. 
He was on close personal terms with 
such prominent militant dockers and 
stevedores as Bert .Aylward* Fred Morel* 
Harry Constable and many others too 
numerous to mention. During this whole 
period he was a member of the while 
union* the T&GWU. 

He played an outstanding part in the 
mass strike movement associated with 
the defence of the dockers put on trial at 
the Old Bailey at the beginning of the 
J950*s and brought a contingent of 
dockers from his sector to the daily mass 
demonstrations outside the Old Bailey. 

I have a vivid recollection of being 


rescued by Albert Cirac(; ■ the course of 
having an 'altercation' a mounted 

policeman Thanks lo^'^libcrt Grace’s 
quickncs,s of thought and 
occasion I was able to -pc’ uninjured. 

A family man hirnseif Grace 

was particularly the welfare 

of the wives of the dockers 
every day that the trial frosted he and a 
group of dockers moumed 
them in order to keep puy many 
'sob’ sisters and other reporters from 
Fleet Street who were 
stories out of them. 

Thanks to Albert Grace fellow 

workers, the Labour 
forced to drop the charged against the 

dockers from Birkenhead 
London who were on ^ 

direct result of this daily mass 

mobilisation of dockers sympathetic 
w'orkers from other industt*^®' w'ar- 
lime special legislation strike 


irjnilE OPERATION (the French 

^ Government’s auemp* modernise 
French industry and society) was suc¬ 
ceeding, but depended for its continuing 
success on an illusion—which is the 
same illusion that nil government is 
based on, that the individual is power¬ 
less against the Govcrnmeni. When 
enough individuals protest together, the 
strongest Govcnimcnis bend, and by a 
wholly unexpected chain of circum¬ 
stances the French (who have admittedly 
done it more often than most), arc 
forcing their present Government to 
bend* If it refuses* they might well 
break it,’ 

--The Tunes' first leader May 20. 

M* Cohn-Bcndit's appearance at the 
labour stronghold of St. Nazaire last 
night was awaited with interest. His 
brother* a French citizen and teacher 
of German at the local lycee* who 
some time ago set up an anarchist group 
there* was in the chair The ball was 
packed to overflo^ng* and several 
hundred people proceedings 

over a loudspeal^. The police said 
there were 1,200/there* a conservative 
estimate. 

‘If you say tho^studejits are sons of 
bourgeois’* he said, taking the bull by 
the horns, 'you arc right. But a minority 
of them have made a complete break 
with their class, Wicy arc ready to 
join up with the workers. Where? In 
the street* where we can argue and 
acU People can talk about civil war. 
Bui on one side there are the workers* 
the peasants, the students; on the other* 
ihc bourgeois. 

'The bourgcoii will not fight in the 


action was also dropped. 

Albert Grace was greatly respected by 
his fellow dockworkers and his prestige 
as the lone anarchist docker in London 
over many years brought many into 
sympathetic contact with the anarchist 
movement, whether they agreed with its 
philosophy or not. 

Mike Walsh who worked very closely 
with Albert Grace in the electrical con¬ 
tracting industry in Bristol and the West 
Country warmly recollects the consistent 
militancy and the help and advice that he 
gave the up-and-coming generation of 
'sparks’ in the day to day struggle and 
his help in general propaganda activity* 

He particularly recalls the activities of 
Albert Grace when he was the ‘sparks’ 
job steward* when a contracting company 
was installing the electrical work on the 
reactor core at Hinckley Point around 
1960. During the course of long battles 
and bitterly fought negotiations with the 


Streets. .And ihcir police arc tied down 
in Paris* There arc not enough of 
them to go round. The first phase of 
the advanced struggle wc arc leading 
must be occupation of the factories. 
Then, the setting up of revolutionary 
councils. We must find new forms 
of management. We must be masters 
of the means of production. Equality of 
wages—that is very important. Wages 
must be equal in an egalitarian society/ 

The question was not one of attacking 

AND ‘THE OBSERVER’ 

To the European student rebels, the 
conventional political parties have little 
to offer. Nor, in fact* do the Com¬ 
munists. Tn West Berlin, the East 
German party is derided as Stalinist. 

In Italy, the Communist Party is working 
hard to appear worthy to play a respec¬ 
table part in parliamentary life* and 
treats the leftist students as a dangerous 
nuisance. 

In France* equally, UHufnanit? ex- 
coriated the student rebels until the 
party suddenly decided that it was losing 
worker and student support* and pitched 
in. But now, even after supporting a 
24-hour general strike, the Cornmunist 
unions arc still fighting to keep student 
influence down. 

This weekend, the GaulUst-controBed 
radio was broadcasting Communist trade 
union bulletins discouraging students 
from marching to the factories. To 
the outsider, this seems a grotesque alli¬ 
ance. To the Dutschkes and Cohn- 


IS WILUAM REES-MOGG 
A CRYPTO-ANARCHIST ? 


Subscription Rates 

FREEDOM only (per year); 

£1 lOs. ($4.50) surface mail 
£2 16t. (S8.Q0) aiimail 
ANARCHY only (per year): 

£1 66. (S3.50) surface mail 
£2 7s. ($7.00) airmail 
COMBINED SUBSCiOPTION 
FREEDOM & ANARCHY (per year): 
£2 I Os. ($7.50) surface mail both 
£4 158. ($12.M) airmail both 


PUBLICATIONS include 


Maiatesto's 

ANARCHY 1/- (post 3d0 
Berkman's 

ABC of ANARCHISM 2/6 f+5d) 
Rocker's 

NATIONALISM AND 
CULTURE 21/- ( + 4/6) 

Richards 

MALATESTA: His Life and Ideas. 
Cloth bound 2]/- (+1/3); 
paper 10/6 (+1/-) 

Bakunin's 

MARXISM, FREEDOM and the 
STATE 7/6 f+5d,) 

BernerF s 

NEITHER EAST or WEST 6/- (^ 9d.) 
Woodcocks 

THE WRITER & POLITICS 7/6 
Voline's 

NINETEEN-SEVE NTTE N 
(The Russian Revolution 
Betrayed) 12/6 (+1/-) 
and 

THE UNKNOWN REVOLUTION 
(Kronstadt 1921, Ukraine 191G-21) 

12/6 (+ 1 /-) 

Annual Volumes of Selections from 

FREEDOM 1952-1964 

each year's volume 7/6 (+!/-) 

Full list on application. 


Federation of Britain 


Generat eiiqiiiri^ ^hoiiid be seiu lo Uic London Federation. 

Tliere fiave been euinplainly tliul some secreturieB do nul answer Irtlerft. 


AF8 ANN U At. CONFERENCIl. Can a uroup 
The London Fed will be argaoismg Ibis year's 
Conference (unless any other local group comes 
forward at once) possibly Juty,/August. 

LONDON F£D£kAT10N UF ANAKCUJSTS. 
c/d Libra House* 236 PentonviJte Road* London* 
N,L Business meeunfsa first Sunday of the monlb. 
For details apply to LFA. 

EA.ST LONDON ANARCHIST CROUP. Jnaueu- 
ral meeting Sunday* June 2* 7 p.m. at Ron 
Bailey's. I2B Hainauli Road. Leyionslone. Lon¬ 
don. E IT. LEY «059. 

LEWISHAM* Contact Mike MaJet* 61B Gran- 
vdJe Park* Lewisham* London* S.FJ3. Phone: 
Oi-a53 8879 

ItAUNC anarchist GROUP* Get into 
touch with Ken King* 54 Norwood Road, 
Souttiall. 

FINCHES (PORTUBELLO ftOADj ANARCHIST 
GROUP* Contact: Pamda Pearce* 3S5 Latimer 
Road* W.IO. Meetings every Wednesday evening 
at FmchV 

RJNC'5 CROSS GROUP, c,o Ljbrt HoUJe, 256 
Peotonvilte Road* (..otidoii, N. I 
S*W* LONDON LIREETARIANS* Contact: 14 
O^ham King's Avcntie (Acre Lane end), 

OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

Every Wednesday ai lack Robinson's and Mary 
Canipa's, 21 Rumhold Hoad, S.W.6 toll King's 
Roitd). 8 p.m 

ird Friday of each month at Horn, at Doiiold 
and Irene Kooura'i* now at 13 aavernake Road, 
f.ondon. N.WJ. 

Tfd Friday of each n>ontli at Dennis Ten's* 314 
St. Paui'a Road. Highbury Corner, N.l (above 
Roundabout .Self-Servke). 

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

SCOTTISH ANARCIIISr CONI ERENCE W to 
He hcM in Cllatij^ow in laic June, at the Tradca 
Council Club. Oroupa and indivicJiJatH pku.%e con¬ 
tact Aberdeen SWF, Accommodation inquiries fo 
Buhbv I viih. 16 Sireel. GlaS'i<jw* C l 

ARERDEEN ANARCHISTS meet Hi and 3rd 
Wedneadays of month al M. Day'i* 142 Walker 
Rood* 2nd and 4tb Wednetdayt at Lb .Smilh'i* 

3 Sinclair Road Corraaportdence to either addraa*. 
ABERDEEN ANARC HIST |■EDERATION fSWP 
local group* Folk Song VVorkisbop and Conimtuee 
of too* Collaler Climbing Club). Contact Jain 
MacDonald. I? Cotton .Street. Aberdeen. 

BEX LEV PEACE ACTION CROUP* FnquJfiea 
to 150 RyJal Drive, Bciteyheath. Kent 
BIRMINGHAM LIBERTARIAN AND ANAR 
CHIST GROUP. All anarchi»U* ayndicatlBia* 
individualist a. etc.* plca^ contact Geoff and 
Caroline Charlton* 32 Swindon Road. Fdgbaalon, 
Birmingham J7 (near Portland Road), Note new 


address. 

BOLTON* Get in touch with Les Smith* 22 
Grosvenor Street. Botltn. Lancs, 

BOURNEMOUIH AND LAST DORSET 
ANARCHISTS, Please contact John McCain, 
14 MiJlon Road. So^neiTiouih (B'm'th 22279) 
or Tim Deane* Juliet* Moor;], Wimborne* 

Dorset (Ferndown 3588), 

BRIGHTON, Get in ftouch with NinV Heath, 
Fiat 3, 26 Clifton Road, Brighton, poetry read-^ 
ings Fish Market Haid^ 2 p.m. every Sunday. 
Regular anarchist meeiSigs every other Thursday. 
Next meeting: Cornbinjujon, Wobt Street* 2 p.m. 
BRISTOL ANAKCHI^fj. Contact Susie Fisher 
and Adam Nichoisoit at 15 The Paragon* Brirtol* 8. 
CROYDON and urea Libcriurians alternate 
Fridays from April 26^135 Natal Road* Tbornion 
Heath* Croydon ‘ 

EDGWARE PEACE ACTION GROUP ConUeC: 
Melvyn EstrJn, B4 Ed|w*iicbury Lane, Edgwarc* 
M iddx. 

HERTS, Contact either Stuart Mitchell at South 
View, Potters HeaiJi Lane* Potters Heath, 
Welwyn, Hem OR Jeh Cloves, 46 Huglmndon 
Road Marshaiswick, St. Albatu, Hert» 

Mteimg &t Jeff Clovti' place, May 24* 8 p.m 
*A Sill prise " 

IPSWICH ANAUCHUTS. Contact Neil Dean* 74 
Cemetery Road. Jptwfck Suffolk. 

KILBURN, I^NOON, ' Goniact Andrew Dcmr, 
16 Kilburn House, ’)b1alvern Place* London, 
N W 6 Meetings B p.m every Tuetiday. 
I.EJCESTER PROIQ.^. Peace/Libertarian 
icKon and debate Eyery Wedueaday at B p.m. 
al J The Cresceni, Kitn> Suect, f^ice«itcr 
NORTH SOMERSET ANARCHIST CROUP* 
Contact Roy Emery, ) Abbey Sired. Hath, or 
Geofiray Barfoot* 71 ii Ttvomai Street. Welle. 
ORPINGTON anarchist CROUP* Kno^holl, 
Nr. SeveackalLa, Kent. Rvery sii weeks at Orem* 
ways. fCjiockbolt. Phogc Knock bn It 23 J6. Brian 
aud Maureen Richardian 

READING ANARCRisr CROUP* Contact 
Alan Rois. 116 BeiiOQ^i Reading, Berks. 

ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION 

Tlirecmionlhty mcetingi Groups and indiv^iduals 
invited to aisocinte: c/o Nathan* 138 Penny- 

mead* Harlow* I'ssejt. 

Group Addretries— 

BASILDON* M PowftU, 7 lingcrofl. Basildon* 

Lv'it'S , , 

BISHOPS SrORirORD* Vic Mount, East view , 
Caaile Street* Ih^hopi Jtpiifofd, llcris 
C HELM*SJ'ORD. (Mrs,) l:va Archer, MiU House* 
Purleigh, CJidiiiiftnd. ^ „ . 

EPPINC* John Barrkk, Avenue* 

l£fRL6w?7tjhn fJeardi. faricr^i Mead* Har¬ 
low, and/or Geoff Hirdy< ^ Red ricks Tone - Har¬ 
low. J-jseK. Monthly niectlugs in The rssex 
Skipper*, The Slow* 


LOUGHTON* Group c/o Students* Union* 
Loughton College of Further Education* Borders 
Lane. Loughton, Essex. 

MUCH HADHAM* Leslie Rtodan, High Street, 
Much Hadlmm. Hem. 

NORTH EAST ESSEX* Peter Newell. Maybush'* 
Maypole Road* Tipiree, Esaeic. Group meets first 
Monday in each month* 7.15 p.m. at 91 Brook 
Road* Tollcsbuui Knights, Tiptree* Essex. 

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION 

CHORLEY ANARCHIST CROUP. SecroUry: 
Kevyn Lynch, 6 Garfield Terrace, Chorley, 
Lancs. 

UVERPODL ANARCHIST PROPAGANDA 
GROUP AND ‘HIPPY* MOVEMENT* Gor^ 
Bree. 16 Faulkner Square. Liverpool, 8- Meetinga 
weekly. Trecdom' Salea—Pier Head, Saturdays* 
Sundays. Evenings. 

MANCHESTER ANARCHIST CROUP. Secre¬ 
tary: Dave Poulson, 9 Boland Street, FaJlowfield* 
Manchester* 14. 

MERSEYSIDE ANARCHIST GROUP* Contact 
Alex Howie, 16 Devan>hire Road, Liverpool 8. 
Meetings ht and 3rd Thursdays of the month* 
8 p.m. 

WELSH 

ANARCHIST FEDERATION 

CARDIFF ANARCHIST CROUP, All coirei- 
poodeitce to;—Pete Rayniond, 90 Albany Road* 

Roath. 

MEKTIIVK TYDFIL ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Correspondence to Huw Rowlands* t6 Cromwell 
Sired. Mdhyr lydfil. 

SWANSEA ANARCHIST CROUP* Contact 
J. RojiH* 111 King Hdwnrd'a Road* Brynmill, 
*Swamcu Weekly meeting!^* ^Freedom* lalefi and 
actiou proiedif. 

I.LANEI.I.Ii epntad Dai Walker. 6 LIwuynnendy 
Road, I laneJli* Carm Tel: Llanelli 2548. 

STUDENT GROUPS 

EAST ANGLIA UNIVERSITY GROUP (Anar¬ 
chists and Peace). Coniact Dave King, 219 Earl- 
hum RojiL Norwich 

LlVEKPOOf. UNIVERSITY GROUP* Contact 
ua at tile Hooksiall in the Students Union En- 
irunce Foyer every Friday lunchtime. 

LSE ANARCHIST GROUP, c/o Student Union, 
London School of Economics, Houghton Street, 
W C 2 

OXFORD AN ARC HIST CROUP. Contact Steve 
Wati%, Trinity CoMege 

SHEFFIELD UNlVERSllV GROUP. Contact 
Dum: Jefferies c/o Stiidcnrs* Union* Sheffield. 
SaUJHWARK COLLEGE (New Libertarian 
Front) Contact Dave Biggs, Room T/7- 
SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHISTS. For 
details contact Francis Jarman, 16 Charlotte 
Sired, Brighton* BN2 lAO 

LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 

Mecling-v—discussitins—activities. Contact Peter 


management, Albert Grace was mainly 
respcmsiblc for achieving some of the 
highest pay and best working cunditiom 
on a major const ruction job 

All this iniensive indiistnal activity in 
two major industries over a long period 
of time was often earned out* pamciilarly 
in later years* despite coo^tani ill-health. 
This handicap* however^ did not prevent 
Albert Grace from playing a very full 
part in the militant activities of his class 
and With a cheerfulness that won him 
many close friends 

Like many working class militants* 
Albert Grace was shy of writing or 
speaking on general public propaganda 
platforms. He was not a ^weekend* anar¬ 
chist but carried his anarchist propaganda 
and activity into his daily working life. 
He made many friends outside the anar¬ 
chist movement among militant trade 
unionists and inirt>duccd them for the 
first lime lo anarchist papers and other 
publications. 

Your movement has lost a very fine 
exponent of anarchism in action, f have 
lost a very great personal friend. 

J. Thomas. 


the trade union movement, M. Cohn- 
Bendit went on* but to create conditions 
for a workers democracy, where each, 
whatever his slogans or his banners, 
could have his say. *1 attack the leaders 
of the union organbaiion* 1 do not 
attack the ordinary union member. 
Unity of the labour movement wilt 
he achieved through youth\ he said to 
tumultuous cheering. 'Shop by shop, 
the young unionist.^ must unite. Unity 
won’t come from the top.’ One worker 
got up to agree. Those in positions of 
leadership of the union movement want 
to keep their jobs. For them it is a 
career’ This is certainly true in St 
Na/airc where the communist and non- 
eommunist leaders are old hands at the 
business* —The Times, May 20* 

TOO? 

Bendits, it is an obvious fact of life: 
threatened by liberty, the bureaucrats 
embrace. —O^jrerver, May J9. 


We’ve Moved 

Edfrofial offifc tifieii Friday, Vfay 3f, 
6-S p*m. Monday, June 3* 2-7 p.m. 
Telephone: HlShopsgute 3015* 

New temporary address: 

84a WHITECHAPF.L HIGH STREET, 
C O Express Printers, 

(entrance Angel Alley), 
WHITECHAPEL, E.L 
(Underground: Aldgate East. Exit: 
Whitechapel Art Gallery. Turn right 
on emerging from station.) 

Temporary opening times from May 21: 
Tuesday-Friday, 2-6 p.m. 

Saturday* 10 a.m*-4 p.m* 


Ford, 36 Devonshire Road, MiN Hill, London, 
N.W.7. 

PROPOSED GROUPS 

EDINBURGH anarchlsu conuct Konrad Borow- 
ski., 13 Northumberland Street, Edinburgh 3 
Tcl.: WAV 7459. 

TAUNTON libertarians* Contact JUl and 
iobn Driver* 59 Beadesn Road* Taunton* Somerset. 
Meetings alternate Friday evenings. 

ELTHAM (Libertarian/Peace Action). Contact 
Terry Liddle, 83 Gregory Crescent* S.E.9. 
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE ANAR¬ 
CHISTS. Interested in forming a small but 
dedicated group? Contact Terry Ann Higgins and 
Phil Woodhead* 6 Beocham Street Central* More- 
eambe. 

PORTHCURNO. WUI D R. (Press Food* April 
27) and any other comrades in Cornwall please 
contact Arthur Jacobs* 76 East Hill* Si. AusieLl. 
We already have a nucleus for a group and 
need more support. 

EXETER UNIVERSITY* Contact Dick Hard¬ 
wick, c/o Devonshire House, Slochcr Road* 
Exeter. 

FIFE LIBERTARIANS* Cxmtact Bob and Una 
Turnbull, 39 Siratheden Park* Stratheden Hospital* 
by Cupar* Fife. 


ABROAD 

AUSTRALIA* Federation of Australiui Anoi- 
chiit^* P.O. Box A 389, Sydney South. Public 
meetings every Sunday in the Domain, 2 p.m 
and Mondaysp 72 Oxford Street* Paddington* 
.'ivdncy, 8 p.m. 

15aN 1SH ANARCHIST FEDERATION* Gotbers- 
gadc* 27. Viborg. Dcnrnark. 

VANCOUVER, B.C*, CANADA. Anyone intere#- 
ted in forming anarchist and/or direct octioa 
peace group contact Derek A. Jinns* 1S44 
Grand Boulevard. North Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada Tel.: 987-2693. 

USAt VERMONT, New Hampehire Anarchiat 
Group. Meets week^ — diaouwioo. individual 
action. CoAtact Fd. Strauss at RFD 2, Wood- 
stock. VenAOqt 0509), USA 
SWEDEN* Stockholm Anarchist Fedcratioo 
Contact Nadir* Box 19104* Stockholm 19* Sweden 
SWEDEN; Libertad, Alimana Vagen 6. Gothen¬ 
burg V. 

TORONTO ANARCHIST GROUP, Cbnloct 
R Campbell* 219 Toryork Drive, Weston* 
Ontario* Canada. Weekly meeiiiig&. 

BELGlUMt UBGE. Proven* c/o lacquei Chirhci. 
M Avenue de la Laiterie* Sclesxini-Ltegc* Delgiuir 
EAST AFRICA. George Matthews would like to 
moke contact Sccofulary school teacher from 
UK. PO Box 90* Kokamega. Kenya. 

USA* James W Cain, secretary. Insurgency 
Anarchist Association, 323 Fourth Street* CToqueL 
Minnesota ^572^USA. 

GitoUP-rnRRAJON. Auatrallan Anorebijt. c/a 
Melboume University Union or Faddy Evanv. 
cfo the same 

MELBOURNE. Gel m touch w-ith Seha*«(ian John* 
34 Dorrid Sireef, Carlton, Victoria 3053. 
Australia Public meetings at Yiira Bank* 
Melbourne. 















Three Types of Resistopce 



T lltl IDEA of resislancc is to make ii impossible for society to cDOtinuc a bad 
rooline- -and to awaken its belter judgment Wc assume that the Americans 
do not *rcally' will the Vietnam war but arc morally asleep and brainwashed If m 
fact they are so complacent, arrogant or callous that they do will it or donH care 
about it, we have to talk not about resistance but exile, going underground OT civil 
war. But it seems to us, rather, that there has been usurpation by a hidden govem- 
itwni which makes pohey* and that an aw’akcncd populace can throw it off. 

The presence or absence of violence in such populist resistance is not of the 
essence, but the amount of violence IS of the essence. The body (wiitic does not 
consist of clashing billiard balls; one cannot change minds and will by physical 
attack. Physically attacked, a policeman or soldier respimds routinely with tear 
gas and bayonet, but the aim is to get him to respond as man and fellow citizen. 
Nevertheless, if rcsi.stancc is determined and e.spccially if it is massive, there is 
bound to be a certain amount of violence. Let me spell this out 
(1) In the first place, confronted by people who say and act, ‘To the best of our 
ability we won't let you continue', a soldier or policeman, or the draft board or 
Dean who summons them, is bound at first to respond routinely as if attacked. The 
hope is that if we persist they cannot continue, because people do not really MEAN 
the whole package: so many jailed, hurt, gassed—police on the campus, martial law, 
the social atmosphere poisoned. TTiey will have to think it over. 

(2) But given the complacency, callousness and sheepishness of any people, and 
certainly of the Americans, there is unfortunately an advantage to a certain amount 
of violence: it wakes people up and makes them understand that the matter is 
serious. We see that the TV and press mainly want to notice incidenls of violence, 
li seems that in non-violent civil rights protests it did not hurt to have some Black 
Panthers in the wings. Authorities will initiate the violence anyway if they feel 
threatened: the question is what is the right amount of provocation. If there is 
none, people are not realty awakened and authorities sink back into another routine 
of caning off limp bodies. If there is too much, people do not think it over but 
promplly become routinely violent, which is second nature to them anyway, Cer¬ 
tainly we do not WANT to frighten, panic or compel anybody. 

(3) In a massive demonstration there is bound, mathematically, to be sporadic 
violence, in the heated atmosphere of crowds and troops of police and soldier.^ there 
is plenty of fear and panic on both sides. Almost invariably the police lose their 
ckjol first and one thing leads to another, but this is understandable, for they begin 
in a passive state, they are outnumbered, and they have no conviction or idea about 
what they arc for. Having set up merely formal boundaries that arc spontaneously 
disregarded by excited people, policemen panic and become brutal. Morally, in niy 
optnloQ. this sporadic violence is neither right nor wrong, though sad. The co- 
presence of a mass of aroused citizens and numerous representatives of authority 
is an exalted ciperience. but It entails broken heads and ugly scenes. Jt would be 
better if smart-alcck police technicians did not also invent booby-traps and if young 
hotheads did not act their age; but these things are inevitable. 

(4) There arc also Nazi, Birchite, Teamster counter-dcmoostraiors. and resentful 
sailors spoiling for a fight. So far, at least, the evidence is that the police put these 
down The TV, however, plays them up tremendously as if they were equal 
adversaries^ though the ratio is a thousand to one. 

<5} 1 must now turn to the violent on ‘out" side who are wrong in principle. 
First, there arc those who want disorder for its own sake as part of a theory of 
general (world) breakdown and insurrection. These arc Maoists, Trotskyists, etc., 
who hold that there can be no decent society except by world upheaval. They do 
not want the Vietnam war itself to slop—they do not believe it can stop: they prefer 
to aggravate it for a greater future good. Tliis is a respectable theory'; there is, 
unhappily, evidence for it. I profoundly disagree w'ith it—mankind has gone this 
route for thousands of years—but the problem is. hOw to cope with ifs presence 
in our demonstralions. since, as a popuLiai, I also profoundly support the principle 
of excluding nobody. I don't know. 

(6’) And there is the violence caused by young people, Oakland style, who want 
to stop the Vietnam war by tiny minority putsches, 'taking over’ or burning down 
draft boards, blocking traffic, derailing troop trains, numcrkally draining the recruit¬ 
ment of soldiers sufficiently to make an appreciable difTerence. Some of this is a 
misreading of Ernesto Guevara's guerrilla tactics devised for hill country among 
friendly peasants. It is not, however, mere fantasy, if the guerrillas are relevant 
to the conditions: in a complex technology, a small group of alienated Fh D s and 
daring helpers CAN produce a shambles. There are plenty of mad scientists and 
high young computers around, not all in government employment, though most. 
But a shambles is not 'creative disorder. 

Bui I musi nol lose my perspective 
about these activists, although they bug 
me. The Oakland young are not thinking 
about poisoning the water of American 
cities and causing major power failures; 
it is stupid to argue them to their 'logical 
conclusions’ To be a Provo pain in the 
neck to both the police AND the peace 
movement is not a mortal sin and per¬ 
haps such people do more good than 
harm by adding hugely to the accumu¬ 
lation of troubles to society caused by 
ihe Vietnam war. Despite the alarming 
ediLoriak in the Timex, 1 doubt that the 
Americans arc outraged by them. 

More attractive and potentially more 
cflediVC is the opposite alternative of ihc 
young! non-violent leirurism—for ex¬ 
ample, when a draft-card burner is 
arraigned, live gibers burn their cards in 
I he couriroom Such a programme dmw> 
on the Strongest single energy of young 
people today, their faniustic pccr-grimp 
solidarily against irraiional authority 
It can 1 ^ elTective if Ihc gavernment m 
fmafly forced to meet the challenge and 
make widespread prosecutions; ihui 
moment, J think, is at hand. 

Wc cantioL hold buck acts of indigna¬ 
tion and outrage; they juKtify Iheniselves 
as a part of the ck-mcniary siull of 
humanity. .And a.s the last years have 
shown, it is hard to reslrain Ehe im- 
palicnce of peopk who fed ihemsdvc-^ 
powerless while horrors continue Yet in 
general, wc must use the tactk of i>ppo- 
silion that in lhcmiH;lvc!i do not pie vent 
Ihc rcconstruetJnn of a better society, in 
the end. all will have to live in eoru' 
miinity again. For ihis, a eonfronliiig 
conOict, mainly non-violent, la belter 
ihaji either false peace or violence Tur- 
ihcr. Ihe chaliengc to auihoHiy i?. ilself 
a creative political act m modem liocjettes 
w hich have been vastly over-centra I jzed 
and brainwashed Best of all is to light m 
groups and with methods of urganimion 
lhat wc want to live with if wc win, and 
to pinpoint for attack those evils that wc 
really want to get rid of permanently. 

These have been commonplace topics 
which 1 repeat in order to make clear 
(also to myself) where I stand. Let me 


Ine iwcn- 


tn cm Ihousand.? of 

statements tif blidty and the pledges 
of war-lax cittzenly resistance. 

Tt goes wilb^^ *«yirig that they are 
statements conscience, but their 

deliberate obvious effect is 

to challenge legal structure—the 

system of ti^ ^^•’i^rict and compliance 
—that makes t^^^’^rument possible. Jt is 
not necessary 1^*"J^ssiblc) physically to 
deplete the forces or bankrupt 

the Treasury. ® resist in this way 

are usually by our challenge 

that wc are lel'^^^te and the govern¬ 
ment is And wc have— 

though fearfiill) the penalties arc 
severe—welcofa*^ ^ test in the courts, 
hoping that everything h duly and 
publicly aired, shall be vindicated. 

The always-cmcTi^i^R meaning of the law 
will support US' as the civil rights 


Resisting icademics have done better, 
in using faculty power against the draft 
tesis and cliss listings, backing up resist¬ 
ing studems and refusing to discipline 
them, and opposing war contracts. But 
they have not yet. to my knowledge, be¬ 
gun Ihe long-overdue campaign to free 
the major universities from the incubus 
of militaTy-induslrial financing. Since the 
present university expansion is largely 
founded on this, such a campaign would 
be a showdown. An important case in 
point is the usual faculty mishandling of 
student protests against the Dow Chemi¬ 
cal recruiters. Faculty members may 
abhor the manufacturer of napalm and 
the defoliant*, but they hesitate to e.xo- 
neraic the students from discipline be¬ 
cause of the need to preserve ‘free speech' 
or because if the Peace Corps and Macy's 
and SNCC arc allowed to recruit, so 
must Dow be allowed. But these other 


fcs.stonal consequences 

My pouu is not that professionals 
should be 'radicalized', but that they 
should come on as authentic profes¬ 
sionals, autonomous and ethically re¬ 
sponsible. (This IS, of course, what Ralph 
Nader. Rachel Carson. Lewis Mumfordr 
my brother and olhcrs have been saying,) 
In my opimon, it is unacceptable for * 
professiuna] to deviate a jot from pre¬ 
fers bnal obligations and standards for 
even the best of causes. But since it is 
the genius of our society to co-opt the 
professions to subserve money and 
authority, for a professional to be auihcti- 
lic means to be in conflict And since 
the system of imtiiutions is interlocked 
and centralized, it is impossible to be in 
conffi'et without being gradually involved 
w ith general reform and even rcvgluuoii. 
This approach (o becoming revolutionary 
has one great advantage over Tadicaliza- 


go on to matters closer tu my own 
concern. 

Wc can distinguish three kinds of 
necessary resistance; popular or mass 
resistance; citizenly or legal resistance; 
professional or institutional resistance. 
So far our movement has rapidly deve¬ 
loped popular and le^l resistance, but 
it has been badly lagging in professional 
resistance. 

October iei-21 again proved, in the 
cities, on the campuses and at the Penta¬ 
gon, the human value of big demonstra¬ 
tions: the courage given by the comr^ny 
of like-minded thousands; (he ability 
spontaneously to override official rules 
and permits; above all, the heady sense 
of being the sovereign people, the body 
politic. All this is politically transitory 
and it often involves moral ambiguities, 
but is a unique human experience and 
energize^ all other resistance. It is NOT 
ineffective or 'merely symbolic' (what¬ 
ever that mcanji) Jt is the exercise of 
Ihe right of petition guaranteed by the 
Hitt of Rights and it is contagious to 
others as well as ccmenling solidarity 
among ourselves. Even among the police 
and soldiers there were cases of coming 
over, in Oakland and Washing ion. When 
students nal down in front of Ihe State 
Drpartmertl auditorium when J was tell¬ 
ing off the gentlemen of ihc National 
Security InduHTrial Association (ace Thr 
New York Hrvhw of Books, November 
23. I%7). u do/jLii even of ihesc repre¬ 
sentatives of the miliiary-imJusirial came 
to me privately and said, 'rhore yoimg- 
vicr* arc right; my own j.on and daughlcr 
arc doing ihc same ' Naturally the prolv 
Icm is to get them to speak publicly and 
quit 

In my opinion, if ^iiich demonslriilions 
continue to griiw. with increasing willing, 
ficss to risk jail and injury and wiih the 
scif-feeding conviction of sovereignty, the 
usurping government in faei cannot con¬ 
tinue its course; and ils jilleTy alarm and 
excessive mobilizaiion of troops show 
that il knows tt. Will it then order a 
massacre? Or will it cede? Wc shall see. 


trespassers became legal. Naturally the 
government has been loath to pick up 
the challenge and has tried to pick off 
individual* as convenient, in order to 
deter. From the ma.'is dtaft‘^''d burning 
April 15, iticfL' onlvL-UHC 

arrest fOSrj’ tnd on October Ifi 

the marshaJx md the .Attorney General 
tried to refu-i^ the turned-in card-;. But 
here again it is dear that the dimate baa 
changed and wc are getting across. Since 
ktc October there has been a flurry of 
mbpDeaaa to the Grand Jury. Will the 
government finally order a mass trial of 
the draft refusers. AND INCLUDE THE 
OLDER PEOPLE WHO EGGED THEM 
ON AND ARE LARGELY RESPONS¬ 
IBLE ANYWAY? Wc shall see. 

But occupational, professional, institu¬ 
tional resisUnce has so far been feeble. 
I mean action springing from what a 
man works at and the function he per¬ 
forms in the fabric of SDCicly. For many 
people, if not most, their vocations are 
what they are most concerned, what they 
know most about, care most about, and 
where they have the most influence. And 
inevitably, in an interlocked and cen¬ 
tralized society like ours, it is impossible 
to practice most vocatbn!i without con¬ 
necting with the war system. Yet wor¬ 
kers and professionals, who may resist 
in demonstrations and take part in civil 
disobedience, go on with their jobs as 
ordinary, 

1 will merely mention as the most 
obvious and probably rnost important 
group Ihc unionized workmen in war in¬ 
dustries and the scientists and engineers; 
these may be opposed to the war and yet 
do not quil I canimt dig this. 


organizations arc not an overwhelming 
threat to the essence of the University: 
the military-industrial corporations are 
such a threat and must be purged—just 
as the McCarthy witch hunt was such a 
Hjm^^ finally aimrilv barred 
the door against it This year K6 ,, of 
the money for Research and Development 
is for military purposes! 

The doctors who came to Dr Lcvy'.s 
defence, refusing to practice phony poli¬ 
tical medicine, did well tn general, it is 
a touchy question how physicians can 
resist: if they become politically in¬ 
volved. they lose the immunity which 
entitles them to the impartial compassion 
necessary for the practice of medicine 
altogether. Yet there must be some way 
for them to try to prevent the ghastly 
situation where useless and immoral 
horrors are committed and they then 
feebly do the best they can. 

Consider, again, a typical group of 
professionals strongly and actively op¬ 
posed to the war, the Institute for Policy 
Studies in Washington, of which 1 am 
an associate. Some of us, by our expertise 
and connections, are continually and 
even intimately in contact with govern- 
mcnl policy-makers. Jn these professional 
contacts, were there not opportunities for 
confrontation and resistance during 
October 16-21? One of us spoke at the 
Lincoln Memorial, others were in the 
crowd; but, in my opinion, il would 
have been better for a few of us to have 
been making it a little more lively in 
MacNamara’s or William Bundy's office, 
with whatever supporting voices one 
could muster in. Naturally such beha¬ 
viour might have had unplea.sanl pro- 


tion'’ The dissident professional has a 
more concrete and knowledgeable pro¬ 
gramme of what necdx to be done to 
rcconstrucl a decent society. 

The profcss'umal dlssideni in hia own 
rerms \s likely to be less passtonarely 
committed than (he 'radicalized' profes¬ 
sional, the one who devotes himself 
directly to hot causes like community 
dcvelopmcni, peace action, etc. But 1 
think he tends to be more cnduringly 
committed, and he has more far-rcaching 
and daring ideas. If activism has no 
room for authentic and absorbed pro¬ 
fessionals and does not use (hem on their 
own terms, it is a los.s all round 

!.et me say a word also about profes¬ 
sional studenls. The New Left ha* been 
urging students to leave school and get 
into the world of real conflict, Thb 
certainly make* sense for many students 
who are wasting their time in universitiei 
and should never have been there. But 
for those who are potentially authentic 
professionals—who are good at some¬ 
thing and want to build livable neigh¬ 
bourhoods, improve health, report the 
news, teach children, explore the un¬ 
known. find the right use of new tech¬ 
nology—the best advice is still Prince 
Kropotkin's: 

Think about the kind of world you 
want to live and work in. What do 
you need to know to help build that 
world? Demand that your teachers 
teach you that. 

Then, in their own professional terms, 
most such students will also soon resist 
the Vietnam war and enter other areas 
of conflict, and may carry some of their 
teachers along. Paul Goooman. 


WOBBLY 


IILATK Pf HVUl hy Slokely C uniiiduiel 
mid Cluirk>% V. Hamiltun, Joimiimii 
Tuiie. 3l)w. 

O NE WILL NOT ptND n lightly 
logical, wcli-fm'mi.Jlaicti ideology in 
this book, bcciiusii^ the Ulnck Power 
tdcii and ideal wiis not worked out 
from reading phil*^*uphica| Ionics in 
a luxury flat or [he Brilish Museum; 
il has grown from the day-to-day ex¬ 
periences of (he struggle of Afro- 
Americans to gain ffiuir freedom. It 
has changed and wih cuntinuu lu change 
fii the black pcop1<i of America will 
cnnlinue In have experiences, taking 
Ihc righi palh or fhe wrong path to¬ 
wards the solution of iheir problems. 
But Ihe b(M>k, of course, U about Black 
Power li>day* as seen by ihc authors, 
and one can find it aspects with 


which one would agree and those which 
one would crilicise. Here is reforn^ism 
and rcvoluiionism, parliamentarism anti 
ana rcho -comm u n ism. 

These Black Power piHipIc sec a paral¬ 
lel in their struggle and those of the 
various National Liberation Fronts' 
which have and arc taking place in 
various parts of what is called 'The 
Third World". In this they do not 
seem to have any feeling ihai the 
conditions and freedom of black people 
in Africa could have been improved 
bad the struggle and the organisations 
of struggle taken. dilTcrcnl forms and 
had different ends other than that of 
c^ublishing bourgeois republics. 

They find a parallel bBcausc they 
see themselves subject to political and 
economic colonialism. For example, in 
some areas black people are a majority, 


and here they suffer from indirect rule; 
the black establishment only having as 
much power as the white establishment 
will allow, and in (he ghettos most 
shop^i arc while-owned; resources, iti 
Ihc shape of money, are taken out of 
the ghettos, but not put back there. 
The situation is. however, different in 
that it would be difficult, to soy the 
least, to establish an independent black 
republic in ihe USA. So the hard 
geographical facts force the authors 
to consider other means for the black 
people in America to acquire their 
rrecdom: push them onto a different 
toad; a road whose end is not an 
independeni republic, nor 'the domina¬ 
tion and exploitation of other groups, 
but rather an effective say in the total 
power of society'. 

However, in those administrative areas 
where Afro-Americans are tn a majority, 
the Black Power people want their party 
to lake o\'er. by vote, the governmental 
administrative and judicial machinery: 
a machinery' that was built for the 
purpose of exploitation. They have 
Cantinned on page 6 
















Why the Rightist ttackiash ? 


TOOTHING DOES or could dcmoaslraic more the divorcr between the 
Left and the workers than the support given Enoch Pi veil. It’s no 
use our burying our heads and asking the facts to go away 'as no doubt 
the majority of ‘revolutionary’ socialists will do), wc have to face the fact 
fairly and squarely that there is widesprcatl support for racism, support 
which shies away from more or less openly fascist grouf^ but which 
welcomes any poliikian of the two main parties who uses racism. We had 
u foretaste of this in the Back Britain’s Bosses lark, but that was merely 
a prelude. We have to sec that ihe disillusion with luibotir has not led 
many of the working class to the Left but has dishea ncned the more 
honest social democrats in industry and as a result the fascists have 
able to creep out of their holes, and workers are to be heard cheering 
Nabarro and Powell. 

Since Labour became the Government, the greater part of the levoli^ 
lionary left has. while mouthing cliches about the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, turned its back on the British working class. Mao, Castro, 
Ho C hi Minh. Malcolm X, Slokcly Carmichael, Abdul Malik and a host 
of others such, have all been produced as revolutionary leaders hi ted to 
our day, ail in some way or other having put (probably in some lesser 
measure than Debray, though not than Fanon) some way other than relying 
on the working class of making social revolution. The ideas of each have 
been liscd as sticks to beat the bourgeoisi heal ion of our own working 
class, and to prove that the working class of the metropolitan countries is 
incurably reactionary, anyway quite irrelevant lo nitxiem revolution, and 
after such hectoring British w'orkers are told that the niost They can possibly 
do to aid revolution is to grass measures in favour of the NLF or perhaps 
take part in a demo organized by the Vietnam Solidarists. 

W'E HAD WARNIfM(#! filled by the propaganda of Uie revo* 

Anyone who studied the thiriics, lulionary groups. Views such 
or who even studied the growth of 
ihc various post-war fascist groups 
in this country* knows that fascism 
flourishes were social-democracy bus 
failed and there is no allcrnauve 
socialist force arguing apinst racism 
or where milk and water reformists 
duck the issues compromising with 
prejudice rather than meeting it 
head on and where rcvoJutiona"rics, 
instead of campaigning in working- 
class areas, make blanket condem¬ 
nation of all non-revolutionaries as 
being objectivefy fascist, and so 
avoid arguing with them. 

Therefore when the Labour Gov- 
crnmcni killed the Labour Party, it 
left a vacuum in industry and in 
working-class constituencies, which 
for sheer reason of numbers could 
only parJiatly and inadequately be 


as 

Black Power or the Guevarism of 
the Cast rati were produced to justify 
complete neglect of all mass propit- 
gandizing, and radicals tmik to a 
phoney radicalism, an activism not 
designed to win converts but which 
purported to challenge the state, 
even though Ihc activists a 

minority, on behalf of the many. 
ONE BIG UNION STILL 
THE ANSWER! 

Many comrades have rightly 
pointed to the fact that all loo often 
advocacy of Negro integral ion, even 
when Ihe advocates are" in the long 
term socialists, is done on the basts 
of let's gel integration first and 
struggle for social change later and 
this, besides lacking a revolutionary 
spirit, is impossible as it ignores the 
economic causes of white racism. 


However those ha'^e pointed 
this out have icna^io ri^trcal into 
tail-ending advo 5 ;^tjs Black 

Power, ignoring lu- ^ 

2'm minority ca^ jenrand powder 
against the majofhy' then the 
majority will re^iat^ 

Where such comrade* anarchists 
or at ail knoiv[i^d^*^^P - • 

boishevisi syndicaii#J inex¬ 
cusable. as" the ^ 

living cmbodimerii the integration 
of dilTering cultures interests* of 

craftsmen workers'^, migrant 
labourers, of white Anglo-Saxons, 
Negnies, Mexicans. European immi¬ 
grants* Irish and 

Big Union was in prac¬ 

tice* and at the 

to solve the economic causes of race 
prejudice. It may or 
that some other nf^^fetlional form 
could more adequately 
in today’s cond!iio(iS» ^ril if none 
other are suggested here was one 
that did marvels in 
more than in the days in which Ihe 
IWW flourished, the tniijor contra¬ 
diction of capitalism today lies not 
in exploitation, hut in who are 
excluded from an equal chance to 
be exploited, who arc homeless, per- 
manentlv unemployed and so forth: 
and for all of ihesidhe first ncce.s- 
sity is the chance lb join the ranks 
of the organized and established 
working class 

Naturally one cannot build a 
syndicalist ^14^ve^ue^aioul of thm air. 
and no serious sixialisl would think 
for one moment that one could. But 
if it is seen that the main reason that 
the greater part of the Left have 
effectively turned their backs on the 
working class is the lack of any real 
perspective of hoW* having got a 
number of people disillusioned with 
the Labour Party, one can progress 
to socialism, ihi^the concept that 
somewlif^rc stoiii^ the "vav st W^>bblV- 


type organization would help and 
that all activity ought to he propa¬ 
gandist aimed at forwarding the day 
when this would be a possibility* the 
actions that would follow would 
con form more closely to sense. 

Bui the real tragedy is that not 
only is there any immediate hope 
that the bulk of the Left will turn 
back to the working class hut there 
are signs that sections who have liil 
now refrained from pretending that 
they can overthrow the Britislt stale 
and build socialism against the 
wishes of the British working class, 
now look as if they arc trying to get 
on the bandwagon created by those 
who have always thought in lliis 
way. A touchstone for this is as 
always those who start to equate 
self-determination for the Viet¬ 
namese with uncrUical support for 
the NLF nationalrsl struggle, The 
ILP Conference has just made tins 
step. The Solidarity Group (perhaps 
subconsciously motivated by Ihe 
similarity of their name with ihat <tf 
the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign)* 
has just issued a pamphlet using 
techniques of distortion and charac¬ 
ter assassination which their leaders 
presumably learnt when they were 
the SI L bully boys, and which 
atlack.s pracikaJly everyone but 
themselves for not supporting the 
Vse demo—some of those so 
attacked bad publicized the demo* 
and others, attacked by implication 
or even openly, were on the organiz¬ 
ing committee fin my view—no 
commendation)* though it must have 
been news to most S{^k/anfy readers 
ihat that paper had arty rime at all 
for VSe Anyway, these anti- 
bureaucraiic advocates of mass spon¬ 
taneity now tail-end those who 
ignore the masses and the limit of 
whose are as a Siaiinisi bureaucratic 
state. 

However we must remember that 


this is not the only touchstone and 
there are other indications that rev^v 
lutionary Leninists are trying to 
horn in on the Maoist bonanza and 
making despicable compromises to 
do this, Lest anyone suggest that 
1 am deliberately covering up ten¬ 
dencies to this among my anarchist 
comrades (other than the Fiasicr 
anarchists who are not part of the 
anarchist movement). let me yiy 
that while I know tif the occasional 
enthusiasi for Black Bower sfhikc-- 
men, 1 know of none that Jius ddi- 
bcrately turned his back on the 
working class: il has been suggested 
that the First of May Group ha;. 
Apart from the fact that t have nut 
the faintest idea who they arc* what 
their previous views were* or whether 
they ctigiige in any mass cducalionul 
work when they arc not engaged in 
s^ibotagc, iwii ma of three of their 
cyclostylml open letters would 
appear to contradict such an assess¬ 
ment: so. though 1 pcrsontdly do 
not think the time is ripe for their 
methods. I am not prepaired to mak- 
a political judgcineni of them. 

But, having said this, one has to 
admit that remarkably little anur- 
fhrsi activity has openly posited the 
integration of gypsies, of the honie- 
less fto name" but two instances 
where anarchists have justifiiible 
reason to be proud of what they 
have done) into a mass movement 
aimed at winning workers in every 
field under a united banner. Cer¬ 
tainly no easy task, as obviously an 
OBtJ wherein Ihc depressed and 
excluded tenth were predominant 
would icj'id to frighten away oilier 
workers and so integration would 
not be achieved in it: but comrades 
who applauded when an inter-racial 
organization expelled its white mem¬ 
bers might now do a little thinking. 

L-O. 


WORD SPACE 


Esperanto Notes 


I F YOU ARE gfhng W judge or criticiTfi 
the aruricial, but intcrimtional Ian- 
fuafc Esperanto, it's neoErssary* first of 
dl. to know It The writer of this article 
ha^ been tn Ihc Esperanto movcmcni 
someiimct wilhout much hopc-^for over 
IWQ gcncfAlKjrii. 

univeml language was, at first, 
of petit botirgeoii origin, but all the 
Hum, I. an jmarehiau like il. You could 
*ay to me that a person who h against 
all rulers should avoid getting mixed up 
with a micfo-bc^urgcois movement Somc- 
limtA, ihcfc'i a good rcES«>ri for this 
criticism, but si ill a idea that 

everyone should be abk to understand 
each other deapik all the diffrreni lan¬ 
guages in UK All the same, linguistic 
understanding it not everything--huiband 
and wife speak the same language, but 
that doesn't prev^ent the plates flying at 
timd! Moral comprehenviaii i& aJ»o of 
some importance 

Yet one has to ateept the idea of 
men and people corrimunlcatjng through 
an internatinnal language, if only to efi- 
JiiJnaie ircadioroiu irafivlakirs'. Uso ot 
a language directly can avoid many grave 
misundenliindingQ Thai il should be 
used by boih hourgeoia and prolclarian* 
it a ftcparate ijuestion, though, in any 
oue, such a iiiuatton A inevitable 
The mventor of Fsperanto* Dr /.amen- 
hof, wna ■ man of ihc iu>-cAllcd rrjiddJe 
clan and t have isptjkcn in thij 

language with ckricii. rahbii and other 
people addicted lo the capNalItt syhiem 
I uu»l lo My Ilf myiicir that J had noihing 
rn u>mman with ihc4c and J dirarnt 
of a prolctanan rsperantu movement. 
However, 1 eventually discovered dial 
such an organiiatiori already cams, the 
SAT- the UnivonaJ Anij-NatHfnali« As- 
■ociaikify. Thia* to some extcni, fulfill my 
dream, except that it jv not very power¬ 
ful* since It It nui Lukrakd m ihc 'Soviet- 
democratic' Gounifics, and in horiugal 
not even F.iperaiito is allowed Hence, 
propaganda fnr I'.apcranto is almosi im^ 
possible m lotatitarian countrius, what¬ 
ever I heir coiour As far as they can, 
however, the members of the SAT rnccl 
each year m different countries and cm- 
change impresslonn and work logclhcr 
Whai a pleaiort il is lo encounter under- 
ft a a d l O i amongsl people from dilfercni 


countries! 

The (ilhcr nnlvcrsat Esperanto associa¬ 
tion. the UEA claims to he entirely 
neutral. This year the IJEA held its 
conference in Madrid, where neutralily 
reachcfi its r»ak in offering the presi¬ 
dency to General Francisco Von Franco- 
Honours for everyone, its secni:£, in* 
eluding the chamber poll 

In the face of facts like these, friends 
of liberty who are not Hspcriiniisis will 
say Ihat Fipcranio can go to the devil. 
There's no need to go on so. friends. 
In every language you can ^y gisod 
things and bad things, tf some tyrants 
hinder Esperanto this is a sign that H 
is ft vehicle of progress, and if another 
Esperanto movement, like ihe UEA, is 
reactionary, others, such as the -SAT, are 
a vital factor for the advance of the 
species An ideal should never be ahan- 
dpned because some inferior people try 
to soil it. 

Against the ^ai'-caJlal neurralisk of 
the tJ.SA wc prolcst energetically because 
their adulation of tyrants is against the 
ii.piijl of the movemenL, and of Zamcn- 
huf This ^rieulniljst' act tif support for 
ibc ^pumvh dictator rs an antlT'spcranUs! 
cukrniiy to honour Franco is ui insult 
.Spaniards this 'CJvitiwtlon\ Ntuck to* 
gethur by Moors. Fhukngists, farlrsts, 
Na/js and Tiersagireri' riom Spanish 
blood, should noi he Mccepied by the 
gentlemen of iht UHA 

Esperatito's fortune j» bound up wlih 
the gntwili of [he anti-naiiiinalist and 
proletarian jii oven lent, a wall defined 
entiiy which has no connection with 
reactionary siMiicties of ihc UFA type, 
which vis I by discredit llspuranto, 

WhiU matters k In make piksilive use 
of the faciUtics uffeted by f-spetanto- 
h is easy to learn, ihere is hardly any 
grammar, and prono line tali on is very 
cavy Ji il lilt only language which 
oflers us the means lo understand each 
other without usmg iramlalorv Inter- 
fiat tonal correspondence between com¬ 
rades on mlercsimg mpks oper3» out 
wide perspccthci. including anarchy tl- 
self Worker* who know EspcraritiJ can, 
become ardent mtcrnniinnulhis, iluu is 
to say they can heconic nidcpendeni of 
narrow pariy paths and reach wider 
horkoni. 


The use of a nnt ional language* how¬ 
ever extensive it may appear lo be* oflerx 
.^rious mconviltenccv owing lo ihc 
greater part of ^ts potential audience 
being ignorant of it. Neither English 
nor French offer^y guarantee or intcr- 
naUonality* since exist other ptipy- 
lalions which, t^cn all together, are a 


Dear Editors* 

I keep hoping ifiTii one of these days, 
we might have a^tiiicitssicm in the pages 
of Fhecdom not on q poini-sconng basis 
but in a serious■:iiiti;mpt to gel at the 
truth. Is this too^Lich to hope for? 

I was not attacking' Arlhui Ulotb. I 
wail uniiwcring ueitain things he said be- 
causc the English Ktvolmicm happenii 
lo be a subject ifiin which I have pin 
years of work and ji seemed to me that 
a reply was called for. 

Fmrn the radical fHiini of view there 
arc :wo quite diffi-fcni ways of looking 
at the Revolulinn joid both arc valid. 
They are to coij|h]cr the separate and 
diirercni contribuhLiiiv to piogrcsis niade 
by the Levellers mid the Diggers. 

The Levelled [jncre coneerned with 
politieii and he«(||{,iii at the immediaEo 
pruetical level, i.a, with defeating Stuart 
tyranny mid eiua^ng u new mid better 
piititkftl iyblem fin ilic future. In oom- 
nion wElh moxt ptopL of the radical 
tradition, then a^d now, they were not 
unarehiini Tlieyj^rimn be blamed for 
not lie mg wliai |l{^y never set out to bef 

T>ie Diggers wan Utopians who went 
oil to ercaic their ttwn community at St 
George's Hill and dropped out of pidi- 
licui luiciety. !h^ were anarchisifi hut 
f datiT know if ihey ever aetually de¬ 
scribed themveIvcB an Tcihttps Jim 

Duke or Nicolai \k'aller might lake thin 
point up. 

It is diflieuli lu sjiy wbieli the Fslab- 
livlimem of the day disllketl the most, 
liiaifi were deif^oycd by force, the 
Levellers at the UiuJe of llui furd in 1649 
and the Diggeii tbout the «^iime time by 
a land Uird-pofic« type operatten explnh- 


hundred times more numerous. The 
Russians and the Chinesic, the new 'con- 
quLstadores' of the age. could just as 
cosily impose their languages owing to 
their military arrogance and fbeir vast 
spaecs- 

It seems dear there is no national 
language equal to Esperanto, Our own 
comrade, Rudolf Rocker, used Yiddish 
to communicate with Jewish anarchists. 
He used il in the tniernaiional Forum 
but in other spheres he had to resort to 
the national languages in vogue 

Objectively, there is nothing better 
than Esperanto for intemaiional contacts 


ing local peasant conservatism. 

We still have the two traditions typified 
by ibt- Levellers and the Diggers and 
they cross-fertilise each other. No useful 
purpose is served by vitifying either. 
Whiil IS needed is a sympathetic study 
of both. 

May I add one or two things in reply 
to the pariicular comments made by 
Jim Duke? 

was to the English Revolution 
whai t*3t? was to the Russian Revolution. 
In those years were concentrated every¬ 
th mg that was essential. Jtm Duke asks 
me make a comparativ'e estimate of the 
Council of Stale Goveinnrvcnt of Croni- 
wcU and his friends as figainsi ihiu of the 
previous Efesbytcrijin Government of 
Holies. Diis could be done but it beg?i 
the mam question. The main question is 
this: Must how was Holies, the English 
Kerensky, defeated?’ 

In brief what happened was that after 
(he end of the First Civil War in 1646 
C romwell w-ent into military retirenrent 
anti lived and worked in l.tmdon as ME 
f.n CanihridBc. He was not with the 
Army in the critical first half of tM?. 

The regiments of the New Model Army 
were widely distribiiLcd througlmut East 
Anglia* in close touch with Lilburnc and 
others in London and wise lo ihc be¬ 
trayal of Ihe Unvolutinn by the Presh’y- 
teriun Government that had Secretly 
decided to go over to the King 

The levellers organised the regiments 
of the New Mtidcl as units of the revo¬ 
lution and each regiment appointed two 
Agitator.^. (Origmalty this word simply 
meant agents or people deputed to act 
*>n behalf of the group. Tht Levellers 
by their deed.-s gave the word its modern 


and for our own internal purposes. The 
language Is, certainly, artificial, hut it 
is simple and practical and can be 
learned in six* or at the niost twelve 
weeks. When, a S^iard uses E^pcmnio 
in international circles nobody can say 
he 'speaks French like a Spanish cow', 
and no Spaniard can say a Frenchman 
speaks Spanish like a 'pig from Aubernia’ 
Ch. Hoghauser Amonv. 

(From Le Combat Synditdiire) 
Transtarof's note : If people used Esper¬ 
anto I could go to the cinema instead 
of translating this I 


meaning.) 

The Lcvelkr regiments" refusal to go 
to Ireland or to disband* to abduct the 
King and draft THE AGREEMENT OF 
THE PEOPLE culminated in the great 
army rendezvous at Newmarket at the 
beginning of June 1647, It was at that 
meeting that the march on London was 
decided. It was then and only then that 
Cromwell joined in again. He rejoined 
the revolution when the Levellers by 
their deeds hud made it a going concern. 

TLie tragedy is lhai the Levdlcii 
needed the mifitary and political know¬ 
how of Cromwell, Fairfa.x and the other 
Independents. TTius the Revolution was 
both madi- and unmade at the same time 
Cromwell used the Levellers and then 
trrid them rnio the ground. 

It was after crushing the Levellers in 
1649 that Oliver ma.ssacrcd the Irish 
UurforU was the Kronstadt of the English 
Revolution and the situation was quite 
dtffcrem after it. 1649 cannot be com¬ 
pared with l647Hlj^- 

The Levellers sueecsafully opened up 
the struggle that was to la.st for anmher 
50 years until by the there was 

flchkved in England the political and 
religious toleration that wc have cnioycd 
imorc or less) ever since. This was an 
achievement of historic proportions and 
the American and French Revolutions 
of Ihe following century trod paths 
mapped out in England and esen earlier 
in the Neihcrtands. To this day no abso¬ 
lutist (or totalitarian as wc would now 
call him) has ever re-csiablished himself 
tn any of these four political cultures 
This is the contemporary index of the 
Les-ellcr achievement and of the radical 
tradition to which it i.s fundamental II 
is part of that tradition that it never 
takes its freedom for granted or rests nn 
its laurels. 

Cambridge Prtiia CxiXKiAs. 


trans.; j.w v 
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Revolution & me levellers 


NOT SO ANCIENT HISTORY 


T he anarchist and other liber¬ 
tarian rcvo!unonar>^ movcmcnls are 
like a man aticmpUng to cross a deeply 
flowing mountain torrent al its most 
diflicijU point* Again and again he is 
swept oil his feet, and only just manages 
m regain the bank from svhich he set 
forth. Hl' is bruised and battered, soaked 
to the skin and thoroughly miserable, 
but nothing will induce him to seek some 
other way of getting across* He could 
go upstream, till he reached the source 
if necessary, and walk round dry shod. 
Or he could go downstream tilt he found 
a ferrAf or a bridge. Or he could build a 
boat, or gcE hold of an aeroplane, or 
anything. Bui no. back he comes to the 
same spot, and again and again he tries 
to wade across. 

Revnlultons have been at templed over 
and over again. If they have not been 
crushed by the existing regime, they have 
ended by setting up new tyrannies in 
place of the old. Still people keep advo¬ 
cating the social revolution. They study 
the revolutions of the past and explain 
how they went wTong, hoping that the 
same mistakes whll not be made again. 
Each new situation is just that little bit 
different, so in fact revolutionaries can 
and do make the same son of mistakes^ 
CAen if they are not absoluiclv identical. 

Isn't 1649. and 1789, and 1848* ajid 
1871. and 1917. and 1936 enough? Has 
it got to happen yet again, and againj 
and again? fs there some mystical fcice 
which prevents us irying anything new? 
The only revolutions that have ever 
succeeded at all in achieving their stated 
aims have been wars of natioual 
hberation. 

To be an anarchist docs one have to 
believe in social change brought about 
by revolution? Caii*t we try to under¬ 
mine existing society by setung up our 
own communiUes? T am inspired to write 
this by I. R. MitchclBs comments on my 
review of James Duke's btmk, which 
seems to me to exemplify the revolu¬ 
tionary' attitude perfedly. 

Were the Levellers a minority? Look, 
J don't know the population statistics of 
seventeenth century England, but 1 do 
know that the majority always gets its 
way if it is sufhdently determined. Revo- 
lu^ionaries always l/ke to feel that ihc 
mafonn^ (>f f/te popula frou. *fhe peop/e^ 
'the workers', are with them. To read 
revolutionary w'ritings you would think 


'^PHAT UNJOUE RATIO of exchange 
^ change values as outlined by your 
correspondent Jack Sprati in Vol. 29 
.No. 10 has caused me a ton of iroubJe. 
Please grant me space to explain. 

In my perambulations around London 
trying 'to get ihe bread', 1 dropped into 
the Dorchester, Park Lane. So J saw the 
Chief Engineer. He said, 'O.K. Mick, 
the bread is yours if you do the stoking.’ 
He is a nice man that Chief. J explained 
to him how when 1 started stoking 'they' 
had wooden boilers and iron men. Now 
'they’ have iron boilers and 

'You’re the guy we want/ he said. So 
then he tells me about 'scratch'. It was 
goixl. 1 started the shift at 2JO p.m. and 
took over at K p.m. Hope you under¬ 
stand this proletarian jargon 

The boiler-room seemed O.K Next 
day a bell rang loudly and I got some 
hre buckets. The engineer asked what 
the fire buckets were for. 'Gonna put 
out the fire,’ I sc^. He said, *Naw, it's 
the shit tank.' So i discovers two big 
tanks of genuine and correct excreta in 
the boiler-room One of theu" tanks was 
overflowing. Jn the boiler-room. In the 
Dorchester, Underneath the entrance lo 
the kitchen. 

Then I disicovered that the unchnke- 
able pump was choked up Meanwhile 
I had an alternate pump working. Un- 
fortunately it could not lake the load 
suddenly and there was a surplus of the 
dull yellow substance on the floor, if 
Jack Spratl had written sooner I would 
have known what to do. The Stank of 
England or the Federal Reserve Stank 
could have got it. Fort Knox is too far 
away. 

J noticed the lawenorder boys around 
a lot, I suppose they were watching no 
one brought it out. ff anyone was 
caught the government would introduce 
flogging. Quicker than the Asian pass¬ 
port bill. Learned judges and barristers 
would deliberate for months in the High 
Courts of conveyancing about legal tech¬ 
nicalities. It would be worse than dollars 
for peace. Why? Welk it would prob- 


thai most of the population were on the 
verge of rcvoll, held back only by . 
what? The revolt never comes. 

I used lo have a large number of issues 
of the old war-time predecessor of 
FttiiEDOM called War Commeniary. Over 
and over again, particularly towards the 
end of the war, prophecies were made of 
a revolution that w'as soon to break out. 
Tliat's oser twenty years ago now. What 
happened to that revoliilion? 

Slost people I meet -outside Left-wing 
circles, whether working or middle class, 
arc very reactionary^ in their altitudes. 
These attitudes are mitigated by a sort 
of Orwellian 'decency', but I would not 
care to rely too much on it in a crisis. 

If the Levellers were not a minority of 
the population then the conclusion lo be 
drawn from their defeated revolt is even 
more terrible than the conclusion to be 
drawm if they were a minority. U is 
simply this, that a large popular move¬ 
ment can be suppressed fairly easily by a 
small body of armed and vvelLoj-ganiscd 
and ruthless men. Thai the ^masses', 
despite their large numbers, can always 
be held down by a much smaller number 
of people, 

Tliis is the only logical thing one can 
say. 1 do not however bcl ieve this. What 
1 do believe is that if we had the statistics 
of those who actively participated in all 
the great revolutionary struggles and 
those who did not, we would find that 
only minorities were seriously engaged 
on either side. (People often sign peii- 
tions and don't do much else.) 

fn the Russian Revolution the majority 
of the people, who were peasants, must 
have continued to cultivate the soil, 
though the armies marched back and 
forth. If they had not. the armies would 
have had nothing to eat. T have no doubt 
much the same applied during the 
English Revolution too. 

T am not advocating that we should be 
poHiical quieiisis, still less am E saying 
that *the course of histors' is determined 
by the actions . , . of those al the summit 
of the social pyramid'. AJl 1 am pointing 
out is that social revolution as a method 
of achieving a freer and more Just society 
does not work. It has been tried re¬ 
peatedly £ind it dues not wurk< Lct^s try 
something else for Liberty's sakef 

f am nor a permanent protester. E 
w'ould very much like to see a free 
society coming into being. 1 have only 


ably be taken from the lawyers' owrt 
sanctuary. 

Dear reader, don't think that it is a 
veritable Klondykc or Lena* No gold 
rushes across Hyde Park please. It is 
too well guarded. Fact. I will explain 
how. 

The bottoms of these tanks are cleaned 
out fby hand] once a month. The 
cleaning out of these tanks has created 
considerable dissension among the en¬ 
gineering staff. There has been much 
arguing and bickering about who should 
have the privilege of doing ri. It’s worth 
£1 per hour. 

There was one 'engineer' who really 
fought for his rights. And he was really 
good. He was the best carrier of buckets 
of shit that ever walked down Park Lane, 
It would do your heart good to see him. 
Shaymus was superb. Chin back, chest 
out. tummy in, ercei each fool and firm 
each step, Nobly he marched through 
the boiler house and up rhe stairs. He 
(hen deposited u in a sicel van. Fact 
I think it went to Ihe Houses Parlia¬ 
ment as I here was something abou* West- 
minsler wruten on the sides of the van. 
ract. 

But alas we are all human. And many 
humans are weak. Shaymus hud a weak¬ 
ness. Alcohol. fJne Saiuiday ihc poor 
fellow hud much luo much And he 
came m on overtime lo curry his buckets. 
The poor fellow was delivering the 
buckets and he collapsed. Buckets of 
(he dull yellow subslunce an' all It was 
sohd friim the bottom tif (he (ank. tc 
sure made a nasty mess, tic losi his 
place as champion shit earner of the 
borcheskT iPitel A famous place. He 
was deprived of his honoured position. 
He was a sad man 

the duel ciigLireer ii a gnud humane 
charitable man We wme all one big 
happy family there, llic chief was the 
Daddy of them all. 

But Shaymus was depressed. He got 
so confused, he put left-handed threaded 
nuts on with right-handed spanners. 7’hc 
humane chief got to hear about Shay, 


vague ideas of huw n might be done. Wc 
are just wasting nu,- though trying 

the rcvolulion^n^ road. 

Most of th^ Paints made by I R. 
Mitchel! have been dealt with in 

James Duke's |*^EIct a Couple of weeks or 
so ago. The hit about the Irish seems to 
have mung two people, so T will 

quote chapter ^nd verse. Regarding the 
massacres at P'ogbeda and Wexford sec 
page nine of J^tnts Duke’s book. On 
page eleven the following* which 

! quote to * haAc not distorted any¬ 
thing: 

The driving behind the English 

Revolution Ihc Puritans and the 

driving force hehind the Puritans was 
their religion. every' Puritan interested 

in reforming Sovernment of England 

there w'CTC ten whose sole concern was 
the reform of the church. Even Lil- 
burnc was an opponent of prelacy long 
before hy became an opponent of the 
government. And although the Levellers 
appeared to have large numbers of sup¬ 
porters when it c:amc to threats of open 
warfare most would no\ fight against a 
Parliament which had carried out the 
religious reforms they desired. The other 
dement of the Leveller defeat was shown 
in Cromwell's Tcpeated exhortations to 
combine against the Irish. If there was 
to be more fighring most Englishmen 
whether Levellers or not preferred to 
have it in Ireland rather than in England 
and if anyone was to be killed they pre¬ 
ferred it to bt? Triahmen. Men would 
cheer for John Lilburne but when it 
cSkmc to a crisis few would fight for him.' 

The Irish arc a sore point because 
revolutionaries, who pul their trust in the 
wisdom of the people, can’t bear lo admit 
that these same people arc sometimes 
racial bigots, or arc simply indifferent 
to the fate of foreigners. The dockers 
wrho mardied in support of Enoch Powell 
for example. 

To sum Qp then, and finish with it. 
Either the ntajorEty of the population, 
who are after all mo.stly lower middle 
dass or working class, accept the existing 
order, even if they grumble at times, and 
follow their miers willingly, or the 
majority are 'natural anarchists’ but are 
always outwitted or overawed by a tiny 
minority of we]] organised brutes, I find 
the second conclusion mudi the most 
repulsive, nor does it fit m with my own 
experience. Arhiuh W. Uloth. 


The smooth How of industrial relations 
was upset. He thought profoundly for 
some time. The all-Yvise chief solved the 
problem, Shay got a belter job where he 
got more money. And he comes lo work 
with yours truly. His beaming happy 
physiognomy graced our presence. 

When he was asked why unchokcable 
pumiM had lo be dechoked, he explained 
that if such thing.s did not happen there 
would be no necessity for engineers. 
Unchoking unchukeable pumps. A man 
can have a vocational interest in his job, 
and what can a poor igeiani stoker say 
to an engineer? 

Thus, while the Duke of Dulittle and 
the Duchess of Du less and Lord and 
Lady Step!adder reclined under a four 
poster in the arms of Morpheus at 3 a.m., 
the engineer can be happy unchoking 
unchokeablc pumps. Gdting the sh— 
sorry, efiluvia, out of it. Tlie dull yellow 
substance. Jack Sprati '3 ratio of exchange 
values. At the Dorchester. Nearly under 
the kitchen. An open tank loo. When 
you are dining llicre, be cautious with 
ihe loriiedo and the chaicau-hrinnd. The 
hors-d'oeuvres is OK 

Voiifs truly was olFcrcd the privilege 
of carrying the dull yelUw substance up¬ 
stairs. Being an anatelikt and nol mcr- 
cemtry. I at first dediiied !hen on 
voluiiteeiing to carry j| condition 

that the manager wuLdd help me, my 
ijffcr tn do it, freely. Was refused. I then 
got 10 hear about demiifcajior> of employ¬ 
ment. flow It holds up ihu national 
elTorl. What a selfish bensl 1 was. etc., 
etc. Backing Brjtam? j should read the 
Daily Expresi I ben 1 would gel ambi¬ 
tion. iiccome a go-8cI ter 

if t would just carry the buckels of 
shit upstairs, 1 could rise lo the top. As 
f was just a goddamned anarchist, and 
not mercenary, 1 timt my 'face it id 
mil IH' and I left Dorchester. Tliis 
seemed to be Ihe <-'rime of the century. 
Blit ihiii's another riury. 7hank you for 
(he «pace anyhow. 

Zeno. 


I DO NT WANT to join the bizarre 
argument about the English Civil 
War/Revolution* hut there's otic word in 
1 . R. Mitchell's article (FKKtDOM, 27.4.68) 
I must comment on. He calls it 'a unique 
occurrence in our history'. Our history, 
Mitch? Surely not. In the ^ense that 
all humanity is one, yes—but in that 
case the possessive adjective i.s super¬ 
fluous. For the benefit of Scots confused 
about their history, here is a brief picture 
of that period. 

in 1649 Scotland was n theocracy ruled 
by a Covenanted Kirk, more Calvinist 
than Calvin. Heretics were hunted, 
witches burned* and the people had a 
foretaste: of those torments which lay 
ahead for ali but a chosen few. .As for 
foreign policy, this was summed up 
by .Alexander Leslie, Supreme Com¬ 
mander of the Army: ’Consider vvhat 
glory it would be before God and man 
if vve were to drive the Catholics out 
of England and follow them to France, 
and rally round us all those of the true 
religion there, and plant, either with 
consent or by force* our religion m 

Paris, and thence to Rome, drive out 
Anti-Christ, and burn the town.’ 

Leslie's xebeme fa ilex! for two main 
reasons: (1) 77ic committee of ministers 
which I rave lied with the Army and 

‘advised’ him on everylliirig, and ( 2 ) 
discontent amongst his fanatical troops, 
who suspected him of being too 

moderate. 

The Kirk's ambition to extend its 


LABOUR C O V E R N M E N T OR 
SCJUIALISM, published by ihc SficLilisi 
I'siriy of Gre«t Britain* Price Is* 

AS WITH their previous pamphlet. 
Is Labour Government the Way 10 
Socialism'lt the SPGB mnke out a very 
good case for not supporting the Labour 
Party or a Labour Government* De¬ 
molishing a Labour Government is not 
ddlicult. 

After admitting that many people 
have conic to believe that political parlies 
are all the same, that politics is a 
sham and not worth supporting* but 
that in fact 'nothing could be more 
mistaken’* the pamphlet then traces the 
history of successive Labour Govern- 
men ts* 

The first Labour Government existed 
for less than a year. It wa.s only a 
minority Government, it could not pass 
legislation without the support of the 
lories and the Liberals. And when 
these combined against it, it fell. During 
its pericjd in oflicc, unemploymem re¬ 
mained al well over one mDlion and 
prices rose despite measures which were 
supposed to lower them. Despite itx 
alleged lack of power, however* the 
pamphlet points out that it siaj^ted the 
building of five new cruisers, was 
responsible for bombing tribesmen in 
Iraq, firing on strikers Ln India and 
made preparations to declare a state of 
emergency if a strike of underground 
workers was not called off, So much 
for the MacDonald Government of 1924, 

The second Labour Government came 
to ofiicc in June 1929. Like the first 
it was a minority Government, and 
like the first its Prime Minister was 
Ramsey MacDonald. U lasted two years* 
When it came in unemployment stood 
at 1,I64,CKJ(L when it werrt out it had 
risen to almost 3.tX)d,000. .Moreover, 
during the two years, the Government 
reduced the wages c»f its own employees. 
Aliogelher four million workers had 
their wages cut. 

In FJ43 the Labour Party won a clear 
majority for the first time. It had 
391 MPs in a House of Ml). They had 
real power 7 he coal mines, raihvays, 
gas, electricity, Lables and Wireless, the 
Bank ot Hug land imd most of road 
transport were nationalised. Iron and 
.sicel were also taken over during the 
period iif the third luiboui Government. 
For tuna (ely. uncmphvymenl remained 
low (this w‘as nothing to do with the 
GovernmciiiL hut Ihc Government did 
everything in its power to keep 
wage.s down. It began a policy of 
'wage restraint'. One of its promises 
was to keep prices stable. They rose 
30 |>or cent In 1949 a finartcial crisis 
developed and after a dozen doclani- 
lions by Sir Stafford Cripps that the 
pf)und would not be devalued, it was 
devalued by 3(1 pet cent. The l,Jihf!ur 
l^ui iy used irotips lo break a dock strike, 
and sinned lo build the British A-bomb. 
At Ihe 195(1 General Election ihe Attlee 
Government had its majoriiy reduce<l 


rule to England and beyond Urmight 
the inexliable reaction In lt>,M ( rem- 
well invaded Scotland, and to cist a long 
story short, the F nglivh won. I hc Kirk 
was horrified by the invaders. Tliey 
mclude Anans, StKimans* Phobmuma, 
FamiliMs, Seekers Anlimoniuns and Po- 
lagians; they praciixc freedom for all 
except Catholics and Episcopals; a door 
IS opened, and an inlet made, unto the 
w'orsi of those who bear the name of 
C hristian, yeu* unto Jews and Mahome¬ 
tans and Heathens, to converse, and 
dwell, and profess their religion in this 
land!' 

The English troops were* comparmiively 
speaking, n libera living dement. In an 
age when the pulpit was virtually the 
only means of communicatrng ideas, 
they frequently look it over, and en¬ 
couraged others to do likewise. Never¬ 
theless. they were hated by the common 
people. The English rinvernor, Robert 
1 ilburne, was dislrcsscd by this hatred. 
It is a curious fact that invaders often 
e.xpcct their victims to love them. 

With the restonitiim of the monarchy 
came also the restoration of the Scots 
Parliament. The forts which CTornweM 
had buill throughout Scotland were 
dexlroyed The Kirk never regarned ah- 
solute power, though m a watered-down 
version it remains to this day a force 
to he reckoned with, a major prop of 
the class .system, and an ever-present 
threat to individual liberty. 


to almost nil. A further election was 
held in October 1951, and so began 
thirteen years of Tory ’mis-rulc'. 

Since 1964 the Labour Party has 
again ruled the country. And* as the 
pamphlet points out, wage freezes and 
devaluation are the order of the day. 
They've failed again. 

The SPGB s case b that the Labour 
Party cannot solve the problems of the 
working class by forming governments 
to administer capitalism. ‘Wc, as socia¬ 
lists, say that no government can make 
capitalism work to the advantage of 
the working class’, they say. It m the 
SPCB's argument—and f agree corn- 
pie tel y vviih them on ihis^ihai the 
Labour Parly is not socialist. It is a 
matter of capitalism or socialism; and, 
they claim, you cannnot have both. The 
Labour Party exists to run capitalism; 
to form governments that will inevitably 
fail the workers. And the SPGB? They 
want socialism—*. , . a social system 
in which the population of the world 
co-operated Lo supply the needs of all, 
by produclion solely for use: no buying 
and selling, no market, no wages system; 
no prices, profits, rent; no coercive state, 
no economic rivalries leading to arma¬ 
ment and war'. All very nice, but here’s 
the rub, 

'The Socialist Party' of Great Britain 
claims that it is not political action 
which has failed but—a very different 
matter—the kind of political aims pur¬ 
sued by the Labour Party,* In their 
view the working class (through the 
SPGB of course!) shall organise con¬ 
sciously and politically for the conquest 
of the powers of Governmem in order 
that this machinery of Government* 
including the armed forces, may be 
converted into an agent of emancipation. 
This, of course, is where the Anarchist 
and genuine libertarian socialist part 
company with the Small Party of Good 
Boys. Even if they succeeded in winning 
over a majority to their viewpoint (and 
there is not the slightest evidence that 
they will achieve that), our friends in 
the SPGB would, in fact, be running 
a Government The State* said Engels, 
would not be abolished—it would die 
out. Perhaps? Anyway, certain moves 
by some of <mr more astute politicians 
may deal the SPGB its death blow 
It has been suggested in some quarters 
that instead of having Just names on 
the ballot papers, there should be names 
of the candidate's parly as well. It has 
also been mooted that only bona fide 
parties with at least IJKK) (why not 5,000 
or l0,tX)0?) fully paid-up members be 
allowed 10 coniesl electJons. If that 
is introduced, then vide the SPGB, a 
classless, wagcless* stateless society would 
not he possible. 

This pamphlet tdJs us very well why 
wc should not supf^irl the Labour Parly 
or its various governments, past and 
prc-scni: it also tells why wc .shouldn’t 
support the SPGB either. 

P K. 
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AGI PROP MIDDLECUSSWISE 


THK FABULOUS LIFE OF DIEOO 
RIVERA by Biirtraiit D. Wolfe. Barrie 
Books Ud. a ids. 

tVKE FILDES, RA, A VICTORIAN 
FAINTER by L. V. Fildes, Michael 
Jiii^cpli Ltd. £2 Xh. 

MR. GILRAV THE C ARirAK RIST 
by Dmpfir Hill. Phaidtin Pre«!^ iJil. £2. 

rVDRTUNATE THE MAN whose life 
coinniBJids a wcalih of Ltlcraiy pall¬ 
bearers each eager (o deify or dcsccralc 
the monumental corpse, for only among 
the ay^cophajLtic adulation and the pure 
black hatred can pale truth, garnished 
with a wreath of historical facts, intrude 
But of all scribblers beware the self- 
appointal friend drunk with the wine 
of domestic gossip, wise to every failure 
and the scif-anoinied trigger of every 
major success. Here is the man who 
will damn the lately^eparted with a 
sweet and tainted phrase and. in the 
acrimonious interjections that quickly 
begin to erupt like small scabs within 
his work of nco-facl. throw into grey 
relief a portrait of himself turning his 
subject into an undisciplined mirror of 
bis own unfulfilled desires Old hurts 
fester upon the spawning pages and as 
the object of his cxercise sinks into 
the bog of his self-pity there floats, 
like a dead dog, to the surface a sclU 
created and cruel image of the bio¬ 
grapher. 

Vladimir Nabokov created a case 
history of such a man in his novel 
Fair Fite and any little comrade who 
yearns to play the recordittg angel for 
La-st Saturday's Grca.t would be well 
warned to read Nabokov's brilliant 
treatise on the act and art of self- 
immolaiion. They can range from the 
unfortunate Rufus W'ilmoi Griswold, 
forever damned as the black-hearted 
eaicmy of Poe. to the cjow'nishncss of 
Swinburne's friend Watts-Dunton. They 
can encompass Graves' bitter attack 
on the death of the poet Roy Campbell 
to Graves maudhng adulation for 
Lawrence of Arabia—yea. even lo the 
literary gutter brawling over the plump 
body of Dylan Thonias while the fumes 
arill hung in the American air. 


Those sad and plaintive lines that 
creep into the scunying narrative turn 
silent rcspcci into jeering laughter, and 
the special pleading cams the readers 
contempt for alwa^'s there are the minor 
saprophytes ever eager to act out their 
role as second murderer within the 
pages of the Sfatcsnian, Spectafor or 
The Times Lircrarv SuppiemtfU where, 
with one swift and evil stab with 
a pen tipped with the poison of a 
single piece of information, they will 
turn the biographer's high-minded In 
rncme^rflfjm into an embarrassed scream. 

In 1953 Conrad Aiken, the American 
poet, submitted to a long interview with 
Robert Wilbur and towards the end 
of the ordeal Wilbur asked Aiken Did 
yon ever meet Freud'} Wasn’t H.D. 
trying for a iv/rf/c to get you to work 
with him'} to which Ctmiad Aiken. 
Amerioin poet, replied Freud’s inffttenee 
—and idong with his, that of Rmik, 
FerenezL Adler, and {somewhat tess} 
Jung was tremendous. And I wro/e one 
ietier to Freud, to which he never 
replied. Here in one sentence Aiken 
turned the whole of his pleasant name- 
dropping interview Into a sick little 
giggle and brought to life Vladimir 
Nabokov’s Act ion and, with this base 
reality, who would dare to be a Boswell 
for a plastic Johnson? 

Bertram D. W'olfe is such a man 
and In over 400 pages of his Fabulous 
Life of Diego Rivera he has sought to 
establish himself as the candid friend 
and guiding companion, of this cratic 
■genius' yet one single incident should 
be sufficient to sum up the relationship 
that must have exist^ between them 
for Wolfe writes ihat^ on an occasion 
when Rivera's wife Guadalupe Matin 
attempted to pad out her Twiggy breasts 
with a pair of stockings, Rivera reached 
into her blouse and pulled them out 
*whh a deitghtfui roar’. A small and 
unimportant piece of historical gossip 
yet, and this is what dries the lips when 
reading this biography, Wolfe adds a 
humourlm and pedantic footnote that At 
ieasr this was Diego's story, told to me 
in her laughing presence. 

Of Wolfe himself little now need he 


■said for he has received three Gug¬ 
genheim Fellowship! sflivcd as Chief 
at the Ideological Advisory Stall of the 
State Department the Voice of 
America, been praise^ by Edmund Wil¬ 
son, had his written works translated 
16 languages, was at time a member 
of the Central of the Com¬ 
munist Party of and is one of 

those characters who will always float 
to the surface no maiter what forms the 
mire that bogs down the rank and file. 
Yet, for all that. ] doubt if any belter 
book than this wiJi fee produced by 
the Rivera industry Ejctrcmcly well 
documented and with l^ illustrations 
(unfortunately in black and white), this 
book should prove invaluable to any 
who desire a permancni run through 
of the life of Diego Rivera 

Rivera was bom at Guanajuato in 
1SS6 and died in 1^57 wrapped in the 
clammy arms of die Catholic Church 
after a life spent in the plea^^aru pastime 
of taking the piss out ^be ecclesi¬ 
astical establishment, He hsd nt* deeply- 
held opinions or hclidl and he loved 
lo play out the shallow of the 

romantic rebel yet always from an 
entrenched position with a powerful 
group. He is a type that the anarchist 
movements attract and disgorge by the 
hundreds for they are the nonconformists 
committed to notbjQg beyond a public 
flaunting of their own particular ioonu- 
clasm. the poet of protest who insists 
on wearing hobnail boots when dining 
with bankers, the younger son of the 
Great Landed Gentry pins the 
Communisl Party before wttling down 
as a gentleman farmer. Jt is an infantile 
romanticism that harms only thore un¬ 
fort unaies who are carried along in the 
emotional wake of some unstabled 
individuaL 

Always Rivera sc ugh E to become the 
centre of attraction and always he 
invited expulsion and the State and the 
Communist Party and Big Business took 
back their erring child far they had a 
use for the talent that he so profligately 
expended and that use was to decorate 
their walls. A brilliant draughtsman 
and a magnificent craftsman, he always 


a <iau5e to channel hii 
talents into the public domain and this 
he found by tnarryiiig the ancient art 
of (he Mayas and the Aztecs to that 
of the revolutionary mood of the Mexi¬ 
can peoples. And the State gave him wall 
after wall upon which to paint vast fres¬ 
coes to the gloty of the common people 
and to the revolution while out in the 
hot sun the people continued to labour 
at their tasks under their new masters. 

Rivera look, wiihut a-sking, the Mexi¬ 
can workers and elevated them into 
a religion as he did with the American 
workers when, with a down-payment 
of 10,000 dollars from Edsel Ford, he 
undertook to help decorate the Derroil 
Institute of Arts and he offered his 
employers a middle-class prole version 
of Michelangelo's Holy Family with a 
sturdy workerchild held by Mary' the 
Nurse as Jose*^ the Physician vac¬ 
cinates if, while behind them Three 
Wise Scientists peer into the future. 
If Rivera for a brief while, and this 
I believe he did. gave a dignity to the 
humble Mexican people, then he justified 
his craft but it was a sentimental and 
superficial approach that cries its failure 
in the very fact that the very forces 
that oppressed paid for ihc finished 
versions and did not hesitate to put 
them on pubtic display for why should 
they fear these myths of middle-class 
romantic radicalism? 

Diego Rivera has Jived out his life 
to the full in his own particular fashion 
and the gay and gaudy reproductions 
of his work have now given way to 
the posters of American gangsters while 
the Mexican people continue to sweat 
out their working lives in the hot sun 
of their master's lands. 

Wolfe should have turned to L V. 
Fildes for instructions on how to pro¬ 
duce a hagiology for this biography of 
the Victorian Royal Academy painter 
Luke Ftldes is a work of charm and 
self-effaccmenl on the part of the 
painter’s son. The names of the Vic¬ 
torian great from Dickens to Edward VII 
form a many-stranded thread to bind 
this story of the fashionable painter 
of that day and hour yet they are used 
with an air of familiarity of a man 
firmly entrenched within his powerful 
social strata for Luke Fildcs painted 
the kings and queens of Europe and 
his bill for payment made them respect 
him for he dealt, not in the small 
coins of public applause, but in thousands 


of guineas. For a narrative painting 
he could ask und get 2,J0r> gumeaa 
and pay a Trooper m the Life Guardi 
a shilling a morning to pose for one 
of the central characiers while Ihc son 
could write, wiihout irony or patronage, 
of hia mother’s maids fluttering 'below 
srairs^ on the mornings when the gtdloftr 
Life-Guardsman was due for a sitting 
And if you. little comrade, wearily 
CO that you neither know nor wish 
to know of Elides' work remember that 
his painttng of the saintly bearded 
doctor sitting out the long night hour® 
at the bedside of a small child was 
as potent a piece of social propaganda 
for the middle-class medical hacks as 
Picasso’s Ctfeoircfl painting was to prove 
forty years later in another cause in 
another context L. V, FiJdes offers, 
a portrait of a society that could con- 
Templalc no an.swer to the evils that 
their own society created beyond that 
of individual charity and in their litera¬ 
ture they did not hesitate to record 
I his cancerous evil while Fildcs, in 
common with other briJIiant black and 
white illustrators, faithfully recorded 
what they found for Dickens and the 
daily press but the highest rewards 
were for the oil paintings and the 
sharp bite of the seeing pen gave way 
to the sentimental brush that churned 
out a class slop as welcomed as Rivera's* 
for in 1B76 the critic of The Times 
made the point for them all when he 
wrote that the painter is under a 
mistake who brings big dirty boots, 
sifuallitig and scrambling children, etc.* 
into pictures meatn to adorn English 
living rooms. 

Who said art is dassles-s? But for 
sheer professionalism one is left with 
Draper Hill’s Mr. Giiray the Caricaturist 
where Gil ray's life and social environ¬ 
ment form the studied background to 
his art for here in thLs scholarly book 
is the life and lime of Giiray* the 
Peter Simple of bis age* a magnificenf 
hater who sold his brilliant pen to 
(be highest bidder and publicly and 
openly despised the buyer. We who 
are weekly opposed to everything that 
Giiray propagated may loath his poUtica 
and hb social attitudes but when Diego 
Rivera and Luke Fildcs. RA. share a 
common forgotten comer in some 
dealers cellar Gilray's black gemu.s will 
still force our praise. 

ARTHLTk Moyse. 


WOBBLY 

Continued from page 3 

criticisms of the black bourgeoisie, but 
only that they are not helping enough 
in the struggle, became they arc too 
integrated into present-day American 
society. The poor blade people have 
not yet experienced a black bourgeoisie 
wtih power—the power to keep the 
poor blacks down and themselves on 
lop. Neither have they yet experienced 
the inevitable betrayal by a black poli¬ 
tical parly. The authors suggest that 
independent black political parties be 
estabiisbed in the south; in this way 
110 counties could be controlled, but 
they would still bavc lo deal with the 
'imperialist' state and federal goveruients 
But these political parues would be 
different. Each black politician would 
be responsible lo his constituents; he 
could be recalled al any time and 
another would take his place, if he 
did ncil do what his consiiiuenis wanted. 
The eonnict between what the party 
warned (as^tuming the probability that 
each parly would noi be limiied to 
one txiniiiiiuency)i and whai ihc electors 
wanted, is not considered Yei here 
is the seed of anarcho-common ism, 
which, if allowed to grow, would pro¬ 
vide freedom. 

The diflicuHv is over the meaning of 
words What do ihc authors mean 
by 'political party' ami 'governmcni'? 
Ttlack power could cviablish a viable 
governmenl. based on a new and diftercni 
set uf values—humancncHv, and 
serve os an example of what civiJised 
govcrnincni could be in ihi^ society.' 

An> inchiiaium for black people tu 
do down black people would not only 
be overcome by the coiiiiliiucnLv' pviwer, 
but by (he sen.Ms of untty, of comm unity, 
of the brotherhood of black people 
After centuries of dcgrudiitiun they are 
to create a posiiive imugc of thcmielvcs 
J do not Ehink the uutho'ria should place 
much hope in Ihi'i idcn of a fralcrnal 
union embracing all of one colour if 
I hey in lend in use the pre^icnt govern¬ 
mental structures (and here ihcre is a 
divergence between whai they suggest 
for Lowndes County and Tuskegee. and 
what they say in other parts of the 

book), as they themselves admit that 

white people do down other while 
people; it is only when they arc up 

against a black pcison that they unite. 
But black people arc to run iheir own 
affairs, so black organisations will be 

led and staffed by black people 

And ao the question arises. Js Black 


Power radsE.? Most of the time the 
authors point out that raeisrn is what 
they are attacking. They define racism 
as 'not merely exclusion on the basis 
of race, but exclusion for the purpose 
of subjugating or main la in in g subjuga¬ 
tion'. If one accepts lhi.s definition. 
Black Power, as expounded in the book, 
is not racist. The best parallel to 
make would be. J think, Celtic National¬ 
ism ; if one finds this racist* one would 
find Black Power racist (But and this 
is important, the sons of English immi¬ 
grants to Scotland become integrated 
Scots* but black people cannot unite 
with w'hites, as yet* in America, white 
people will not have them.) 

However, some of Carmichaers 
speeches to black people are another 
matter Ti seems to me lhai their result, 
intended or not. would be to stir up 
hatred against all white people. Inter¬ 
national Times has reported that a 
Black Power HQ in Britain welcomes 
while women, but does not allow white 
men in; this b the sexual psychology 
of racism 

But here wc arc concerned with the 
book- The authors say, In (he end 
wc cannot and shall noi oiler any 
guarantees, that Black Power, if 
achieved, would be non-racisi.' There 
seems to be iwo reasons for this. First, 
they do nol see Black Power as fixed, 
and they do not want to predict human 
Ijehaviour Secondly, that while society 
is not eniitlcd to reaiisurances’. a whisper 
of Vengeance, Baby', to keep whtle 
pcopk sbgblly worncd 

The ultimate reasiiri for (his is that 
black people see themselves a% having 
been betrayed by liberals and rclorfuisEs. 
Tlicy refuse lu have unyfliing lu do 
wiih iht two major US parties, socialBni. 
coiniiiurjifcm, nun viulericc as a juniciplc, 
and rtnddle-ckss valueis. H hey also 
warn to free while people from imseiy- 
making middlc-claii!i values) Ihikieui 
poliiicuJ and (fcuuomic Itunin are called 
fiir to create a free and open society: 
Black people should creaic raihei ihan 
mu laic oreate new Jornw which arc 
inilenlially inclusive, ruihci I ban imitate 
old raciW forms, which are politically 
exclusive.' 

I could give many quutaiioni on 
revnhiuonary thcmcx. calling for p<jwer 
to be held by ihose at ihe 'boiiom’ 
The ideas suggested include many put 
forward by anurchisl* parcnls' and 
teachers' control of schoolii. lunurih' 
conirol of housiing, rcnl suites, mid 
o I hers which anarchist.^ could well adopt 
such as a boycott of merchanis who 
do not re invesE their profits in ihc 


local area. • 

Here are loti of area^ for agree me lU 
and unity* but be'catEfalf The Black 
Power pcppk arc^not taking any" advice 
from while peo^c. They have had 
too much experience of racists and 
liberals, and not enough of social revo¬ 
lutionaries, If yoa want to get involved, 
there is a whole tempter devoted to this 
subjecE in the which every anar¬ 

chist should read f jn full. 

Ultimately tbe^uthors see the need 
for a social rcvn^ion involving both 
white people and black people, but 
the poor whites ill not move until 
they see the lo^^i class, the poor 
blacks, having success, It is then hoped 
that they will adopt black people’s 
goals and methods. 

Perhaps I have lomewhat overstressed 
those areas in the book with which [ 
disagree, so to ead on a different note, 
[ would say that the actions of black 
people in America, in attacking white 
c.xploUcrs rather than whites in general, 
give grounds for optimum that a social 
revolution could develop from Black 
Power. 

Bob BLAkfiMAN. 


We’ve Moved 


see page 2 
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DOWN & OUT 

BURY ME IN MY BOOT^ by Sulfy 
TrenclL Hodder & Stniighlun, J9(6!S, 25.s. 

DEPRESSION is an essential psycha- 
logical mechanism* and its wholesale 
use by the exploiting classes enable them 
to go about their life of crime W'ith clear 
ccnsciences and honest faces. Occa¬ 
sionally one of them, bolder, more 
sensitive, more generous than the rest* 
lays himself open to the troth, open lo 
the pressure of social facts. 

When this happens, an overpowenng 
sense of guilt arises in the individuai. the 
cause of which is often not seen at first* 
but which must be found if the person 
is not to be destroyed by it. Some never 
understand it and become acute neurotics. 
Others* blessed with a capacity for 
analysis* are able to find the cause of 
this overpow^ertng emotion* and come to 
identify completely with the revolu¬ 
tionary forces. The aristocrat amongst 
the anarchists is a rare but recognisable 
example of this type. But most of ihem, 
their analytical abilities severely dam¬ 
aged by repressive education, struggle 
valiantly to understand themselves, and 
expiate their guilt in furious activity. 
This book is really about one of these. 

Sully Trench, 17, a veiy self'confidenl 
hut otherwise conventional uppcr^lass 
CaihoHc, with a 'good' job ns a IHIO 
assist ant, coming back to London one 
weekend* bumped into an old ivomati 
dos-.cr on Waicrlon Station. Noticing 
several more, .she went home, and, that 
night, unkniiwn to her family, slipped 
out of ihc hiiiisc, with a thermos of 
cnlTcc anti some sandwiches, back to 
Waterloo, (o feed the poor. 

Fiiim my own experience. I know Kce 
e.xeitument tu this moment must have 
been riitcnse. For years you have had 
drummed into you all I hat religious stuff 
[iboul feeding (Tie hungry, clothing the 
naked, etc amt at last you Imve been 
able to pul some of it into praciice. For 
the lust time you really feel you arc 
doing sHimething worthwhile To do 
something si> obviously necessary as 
feeding hungry people; it’s a blinding 
rcvclaLinn f 

Wilh icrrific energy Sully attempt.i In 
livt up lo this revelation. Continuing 
her feeding of the dossers* she works 
part-time at the Coldhornc Ccnlrc. an 
cx-prisuneTV hostel off the Poitobcllu 
Road, and. when she meets Ihe founder 
of the .Simon Community* Anton Waltich- 
CM fiord, she givex up her job and joinx 
the Community, organising and speaking 
at mccimgs, travelling and running the 


vru-fous Simon Houses of Hospitality* 
Of course she overworks, and after 2i 
years collapses in the street and is carted 
off to a mental hospital. Most people 
would have had enough by now but not 
her. 

Discharging herself after a week or 
two, and needing to work on her own* 
she decides to take in the beatnik and 
drug scene of the Soho clubs and 
Trafalgar Square* But the beats are 
tougher than the poor old dossers (who 
arc usually willing to be friendly to any¬ 
one who lakes an interest in them) and 
are pretty hostile. But after a while her 
bounce and toughness, and willingness 
to take all the shit ami harassment that 
the beat has to put up wilh. make her 
acceptable* and some of them even be¬ 
come interested in helping her to feed 
the dossers. So she decides to set up some 
sort of communal pad where they can 
all live. She approaches a certain Lady 
Hentiques for some help to do this and 
there follows an absurd scene where Her 
Ladyship says she w'lll only help if they 
will all get jobs! Salty sadly agrees and 
gives up this idea. Accepting some 
motherly advice from Lady Bounliful* 
she goes off and enrols in a 'Youth 
Leadership Course' at Birmingham UnU 
vers Ety. 

It *xU rends rather like a girl’s adventure 
book. She is always getting into tight 
corners* involved in fights* attacked by 
crazed junkies, chased by fuzz out of 
derelict houses* geUing nicked on suspi¬ 
cion* getting people into hospital and 
bailing them out of jail, saving them 
from fires and from suicide, all related 
in a bossy, no-nonsense, head prefect 
style. It's hard not to like her but one 
does wish she would grow up One feels 
she plunges into all this frantic activity 
in order lo avoid identifying the real 
causes of social injustice. She wants, in 
a sense, lo have her cake and eat it. to 
retain her upper-class Catholic identity 
wilh all its mores and prejudices intact, 
and yet to identify with the poor and 
ihc outcast. 

But Sally should read the Gospels 
more carefully, and come to sec that it is 
necessary for her to put on a new per¬ 
sonality and to repudiate the old. If she 
is to give herself completely lo the work 
of liberating mankind, she must not let 
even her most cherished beliefs stand in 
the way. Let us hope when she comes to 
fight I his far greater struggle with herscif 
that her courage and spirit will not 
desert her, 

PETtm Lumsden* 











LETTERS 


Godfrey Featherstone 
replies to criths 


My Teller concerning anarcliisi view¬ 
points on VieiTiam. the March 17 demo 
^ni] iis eficcts and Freedom's comments 
on it I April 20) was largely misundcr- 
fiinod or consciously or no consciously 
disiorted by Christie and Co., Mitchell 
and Slateman (April 27). Christie’s 
letter also contained vicious libels. I'll 
she™ hew’ Please compare my letter 
with ihe crilics' inaccurate versions of 
if But first a concession. 

(1) 'Cannons'^ sal tie and Christie’s 
allegation lhat T repeated a police Jie 
seem justified. I did, unknowingly, since 
1 wrote the letter before the lie about 
the policeman's fractured spine had 
been exposed or before I'd heard it. 
The editors published the leiter u»ceks 
later after I’d given up hope that it 
would be. They could have told me 
and T would have sent a correction 
or they could have cut the part them¬ 
selves. They didn'^t and some readers 
were misled {The othls was on Com¬ 
rade Fcmhrrst07ic. His hng leuer, and 
this one, is cotrrrory to our editorial 
request to keep letters to 250 words. 
^DS.) 

(2) Christie calls me a police glorifler, 
sympathiser and^ pracUcally. a police 
a|eni Sec my letter for condemnation 
of police bmiaUty. provocation of vio¬ 
lence, clumsiness, framing and the 
suggestion that we should say lo a 
particular policeman ’why we hope he'U 
make his own decision to leave the 
police force whose existence we think 
as harmful as the violence done to 
him’. See my Peace Ne^fs ariiclc 
(April 26) for the application of this 
suggeslion to all police and armed 
forces and other recommendations for 
non-violent rcsisiai^te to the state, 
which, if distorted by the auThoritics. 
could earn me a possible of over 20 
years in prison. 

If we want lo eliminate ihe police 
and forces and state they defend, we’ve 
got to deal with the real situation, not 
projeci fantasies of our own onto it. 
1 don’t glorify the police, but just try to 
get at fhe truth of their behaviour 
in a particular situation with the aid 
of the report of the NCCL. which 
wc can trust more than most. Lying 
about the police or attacking them 
violently h not likely to make them 
decide to leave the State’s service. 

A main point of my letter was to 
show how the March 17 violence 
sirengthened the support of the police 
by most of the public after the rightly 
growing and bicreasingly widespread 
d I si rust based on the ChaJ loner case, 
the rncatmeni of many non-violent 
demonstrators, the Sheffield Rhino whip 
case, the receni repealed mishandling of 
identification evidence, etc, Donald 
Rooum did some of ihc best work for 
anarchism in the ’60s by exposing 
ChaJIoner and the others at West End 
CeniraJ. (1 did much invesLigation and 
reporting for Peace News of this and 
the reports (like those of Freedom) were 
widely a seel by the national press and 
in Mary- Grjgg's book.) Bui now police 
don’i havl lo plant offensive weapons on 
some dcmonsirators and this creates the 
situaiion where they can more con¬ 
vincingly frame others as docs violence. 
Here, and in non-violent demos, the 
advantage was that you could often 
pul the police clearly and publicly in 
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the wrong and clearly reveal their true 
function and violence. Wo should learn 
lessons from the Leveller mutinies and 
those of 1797 and 1917 and the police 
strike of 1919. but, if wc lie and use 
violence, violent or non-violent equiva¬ 
lents of these arc never going to occur. 

Polioc agents? I’ve been arrcsled many 
times for demonstrating and speakings 
helped found the Yorkshire Committee 
of 100 and organised civil disobedience, 
helped lo organise the Hampstead forces 
leaflet and have assisted troops to leave, 
was joint author of the Hampstead 
Mail Intcrcepiion and Telephone Tap¬ 
ping which created a national outcry 
about police methods and am prepared 
in every way to assist US draft resisiers. 
Christie, who is going on trial for 
possessing the Vietnam imitation dollar 
leaflet, should look among his friends 
and letter co-signalories for a police 
agent before inversiing libels about 
people he's never met. Will his asso¬ 
ciates say how we can help him fight 
this ridiculous charge? One suggeslion 
in previous cases was to present one of 
these leaf!els to a bank asking it to 
be cashed and then to use the refusal 
as evidence. 

(3) Christie writes: * Medical aid “to 
both sides’: send money for General 
Franco’s bedsocks.' No, not bedsooks, 
but aid for the victims of napaiming and 
mass-bombing and torture by the US 
and the victims of NLF mines, mortar 
shells, fiamc throwers and the depend¬ 
ant.*; whose relatives have been shot in 
massacres or tortured to death or dis¬ 
embowelled by the NLF, who; desper¬ 
ately need help now. Chrislie and his 
friends bniially callous attempt at hu- 
rnour at these people’s expense reveals 
their true worth very precisely. The 
appropriaie ccimment on this (and on 
Mticheirs comment on the police: 
'These people have no claims on our 
humanity, I heir lives count for little’) 
comes from J.M.’s front page article on 
Powell and racialism: *In politics expe¬ 
diency is all; and when, the crunch 
comes, human beings arc nothing." 

(4) Christie calls me a “Hbcrar and 
an ^authoritarian’ pacifist *in the Dick 
Sheppard tradition' who 'equates anar¬ 
chism with non-re,sistant Chrisiianity’, 
An atheist, I betieve in the abolition of 
all stales and evcr>' hierarchy of 
authority by non-violent revolution and 
in all forms of non-violent direct action, 
civil disobedience* resistance, coercion 
and rcvoliition. I disagree strongly with 
the small minority among pacifists who 
are 'non-resisters’ who rely on and, in 
many things, submit to Tonslilutional 
authority’. I connect up class, race and 
iniernational conflicts and identify my 
pacifism with anarchism, because T be¬ 
lieve that nuclear war can be avoided 
and disarmamem achieved by the non- 
vtolenl abolition of all slates. Con¬ 
ti id and struggle can’t be eJimmaied, 
indeed they must be created sometimes* 
but I believe the only cffcclivc methods 
lo reach anarchist ends arc those of 
non-violence, Christie calls me 'authori¬ 
tarian'. yet it is he who wishes to ban 
me from FREEtsOM. not vice-versa. 

(5) I pointed out that, if violent 

demos coniinued. some demonstrators 
or policemen might die, Christie evades 
the point about demonsiralors and asks: 
'Whai would their atiitude be to a 
siiuaiion vaguely resembling Spain 19367 
“A fascist might be killed , . ‘ Spain 

1968, cruel and vicious though it is, 
is nnl Spain 1936 or Christie would 
be dead* toriured to death by fascists, 
or, if he escaped that, possibly killed 
by treacherous communists, iCamrtuIe 
Pcatiterstane forgets iliai Stuart Christie 
as a foreigit natiofifd was in a different 
pi/sition to l7efgaiJe> and Grufitufos who 
were garotted. Rjifi.) 

Tr> answer directly, I’d have fought in 
Spain, bui Tin a pacifist now, because 
I he making anti spreading of rnielear 
weapons h:o. ttJially transformed ihc 
hisloriLal Hilualjon, The political oaiveit 
m even rernoiely aim paring the nilernpt 
t(> break inlo a Dmdon square to 
break a few windows with Spanish re- 
sis lance lo fasciitm is scarcely cretlibk* 
In Hriiain. I96K, a tiny mino/iiy of 
anarchists divided into nine si rands of 
belief and drvided right across them 
by iht- violcnce-non-violence dilferencc!! 
has to face ils real situation It musi 
rcsisi authority wherever possible. buT 
II.S main I ask is persuasion and edu¬ 
cation, including non-violent prtJpagaiida 
by deed, in order lo make ihc anarchrit 
movemcnl powerful in rnimbcrs A 
punch-up. breaking a few windows, even 
play nig with bomhs, which may injure 
or kill innt^ccni people: these arc not 
\iiM irrekvanh they arc posilive hin¬ 
drances to anarchism's progress 

TlmEs ihc situation wc’vc gn| to 
work from and. for a long time. Ihc 
main business needs lo he persuasion. 



(hrough non-violen 
deed' as well as wo^s, to make the 
anarchist movcmeni Poworfy] in num¬ 
bers. This won't be don^ ^ punch-up 
to decide whether ot’ t\oi we can go 
into a London to break, a few 

windows^or by with bombs 

w'hich, however careful preparation* 
always risks the injury deaths of 
innocent people who 
seen c un pred i ctab I y. 

(0) Christie’s coiifusbq finally ex¬ 
emplified by his descnptiojj anarchists 
Tanging from the ^joriiy view that 
most anti-war demoDSlratioQj should be 
joined, to those who 
at working with th^ supporters of a 
Ho Chi Minh victory ► . / Of course 
most anti-war dcmofiStraiions should be 
joined, but March 1? Was not anti-war* 
but pro-war* for lh<^ militaiy victory 
of Ihc NLF and the extension of a 
communist dictatorship. Yh\^ 
main argument of rny letter and the 
crux of my disagreement with the 
Idlers of Christie, Mitchell and filake- 
man and the comments <jf Rely and 
Hicks in ihe March 23 issue. 

T have no objections at all to anar¬ 
chists going to the pre-demonsiralion 
meeting or to the place where the 
demo is going to be held to put* in 
argument* or by selling Freedom the 
"Neither Washington nor Hanoi' case* 
but I do object to them joining in the 
demonstrations for military victory and 
a communist dktalorship just as I 
would to them joining 'the people in 
Ihc streets’, if they ^vere dockers sup¬ 
porting ractalim or the rough-going 
fascists. 

We are. as Bob Blakeman says, anti- 
fascist and anli-imperialisl, but equally, if 
we are. in fact* anarchist, we are against 
communist dictatorships and against 
communist (siate^capitalist) imperialism. 
Those Marxists and Trotskyists who be¬ 
lieve in a dictatorial state (and there 
are some who donh) are part of the 
same enemy, not our allies. And it 
is no good* as Blakeman does, melo¬ 
dramatically writing that 'We know the 
statists arc our enemies, bui this lime 
wc will be ready when they attack us\ 
Jt is during the struggle by such a 
popular front’* nor af^yerwards* that 
statists begin desirofying march ism and 
that communists destroy their allies, 
statist or not. This is [he repealed ex¬ 
perience from the time of the Russian 
revolution, to the communist attacks 
and take-over in the Spanish Civil 
War, to Ho Chi Mlnhs betrayal of 
some elements and cliinination of all 
other elements in the Viet-Minh* to the 
Algerian FLN's wiping out of the MLN 
and the killing, imprisoumenl or exile 
of all other revolutionary elements 
which has led to fioumedienne's military 
dictatorship* to what is bound to happen 
when the NLF rake over in Vietnam 

Both the Communists and the Ameri- 


fl^HE GROVE is changing* there is little 
doLibl ab<iui that; ifs changing like 
all fashionable ghettos into a semi-arty, 
semi-mid die-class* Peeping Tom district. 
The imraigrants are trend-setters of white 
middle-class background who have come 
mainly to look at the blacks and the 
Irish and catch their kicks off polite 
converaaiion wilh a little bit of hip 
about it* 

Like, ’yes man, there wa.s this spade 
who lived across ihe landing from 
me* man he was like a gas, he had all 
ihem white chicks he wa,s living oiL and 
one day he called me into his room, 
which was dirty, and ihe furniture was 
really bad . . man he Tolled a joint 
and lurned me on.’ This conversation 
of course Lakes place in Kensington 
Church Road at Ihc Saturday night 
swinger away from il nil. jijp i^ik is 
all the rage these dayi^ and every 
black is II spade, and i^very nigger be¬ 
comes 'man': some of *hese petty siib- 
verters even gel ifieimcives ‘groovy 
black chicks’ and lake ihcm diiwti ihe 
King's Road on a Nilurday rmiriiiiig 
on u siring. 

niliers, the older, liberaUnvuidcd once 
arty pel lovers, attach ihcmselvcs to 
gheilo properly, heca'if*^ they wani to 
show the world, especially ihemselves* 
bow fealty liberal lire, So ihcy 

pay big money for ex^Nack rooming- 
biiinics, Ihcn spend four hve ihousimd 
pounds re-doing ihein. »>ul lei ihe I wo 
liip flui^ni to young white kids' 

squeezing the immigrant black furlher 
down the Harrow Roao- 

I'o date, they have leached as far 
as lalhoi Road und lU^y will 

cross over into Wcsl bourne Park Roiid, 
'I hey work almost bmid with 

Ihe f mmcjl. Keiising^.^VV < helsca 

The C ouncil being with com¬ 

mercial interests and influence, build 


cans have already used the March 17 
demonstration on their mass niedia for 
their own ends. In their reports which 
wc have no effective way of countering, 
they'll both have given the impression 
CO the majorities in their empires that 
'the Left’ in Britain is violent* pro-war 
and for an NLF victory* In the US, 
they’ll have used it to smear our anti¬ 
war movement and theirs and to suggest 
that it was communist inspired and, 
in the communist countries* including 
North Vietnam, they’ll have used it 
to suggest that the anti-war movemcnl 
is communist or sympathetic to com¬ 
munism and to military victory. There will 
have been no mention whatsoever of 
anarchists or their policy of 'Neither 
Washington nor Hanoi' In Britain wc 
know for certain that the majority of 
the prcs.s have smeared the anti-war 
movement with the thuggery of a pro- 
war and violent minority who were 
a minority even on the March 17 demon¬ 
stration itself. 

(7) I. R. Mitchell complains of The 
repeated assertions that if you are not 
non-violent you are fraudulent and hypo¬ 
critical to call yourself an anarchist' 
and that the formal anarchist movement 
has not traditionally been non-violent. 
First. Mitchell has misread what I said. 
I said and still say that it is hypocritical 
for anarchists to support in action and 
effect the extension of a communist 
dictatorship, while opposing it in words 
and proposing non-aligned demonstra¬ 
tions. I also wrote of ‘thugs who 
fraudulently appropriate the words 
’'anarchists'' and "peace "''. 

There, I first meant those w'ho do 
take these labels precisely because they 
need an outlet for their frustrated 
violent neuroses: some people calling 
themselves anarchists in Russia and 
Spain committed as victous atrocities 
as any of their opponents. Secondly* 
1 meant those anarchists who claim to 
be ’anti-war', hut in actual situations 
arc for violence and war when it 
suits them and against it when it does 
not. Of course many anarchists have* 
in the past, committed violence and 
ofien* though far from always* have 
been right to do so, though its effective¬ 
ness for their cuvn ends was even then 
very questionable. In the nuclear age, 
the whole historical situation has been 
transformed and anarchic methods have 
to be transformed to pul anarchism 
into effect* if they are not finally to 
serve smtisis’ ends as they did in all 
those historicai examples Mitchell gives. 

Freedom’s editors wrote that there is 
'a need for non-aligned demonstralions 
in sympathy with the people of Viet¬ 
nam'. Again, I repeat that X agree 
absolutely with this. Let’s begin to 
organise such demonstrations and not 
f^rasue ourselves onto the demonstra¬ 
tions of people who are as much our 
enemies as the Wesiern capitalists, 
demonstrations which are used by capi¬ 
talists and slate-capitalists alike to give 
ihe Impression to the majority of people 
who read about them or see them on 
newsreels that ail the demonstrators have 
precisely the opposite ends to those of 
anarchists. 

Fraternally* 

Godfrey Feaiherstone. 


The Willing 
On The Wnh 

huge lowers, fill them wilh misguided 
working middle-classes, the politics of 
ihcsc Towers in terms of votes depends 
on which Party is in power by the 
lime the Towers arc ready for occupa¬ 
tion. A C onservativc Council tsince this 
is ihe one in power) build just enough 
lowers in any particular ward to swing 
the balance in terms of votes in their 
favour. I his being done, they have 
a show-piece, and safe electoral support. 

The Grove reeks with ixilitical robbers 
and social working subverters And 
not one of them mentions the faci that 
the glieilo |iro|XT' is divided con- 
venienily bet ween three difierenl local 
aitlboriiies. Uy dividing the areti of 
diseonreiii in this way* the powers that 
be make sure that the gheito' remains 
divided against 1 1 sc If. Using race is 
the moj .1 cllectivc way of keeping the 
whiles and blacks divided . and 

similarly by cal hng the Irish drunken 
bastards’ ihey divide the English working- 
ela.ss from the Irish by mixing the 
Irish and the blacks together and giving 
each a slogan lo use again.vl Ihe other 
1 HF. MAN swings. 

1 spoke wilh the Mayor of Kensingion 
recenily II was a 'Heckler', he was 
his Lordship) The Mayor said: The 
Farmer and the Ploughman should be 
friends. He was iniroducing iKe inter¬ 
racial council lo ’The Grove’ in ihe 
Town Hall TViMelher wilh cops from 
Scot land Yard . Joea! Superin lend- 
cnis. and welfare workers. I asked the 


FIFTH COLUMN 


It can happen ! 

H OW VIOLENT were the studenis 
in last week’s Battle of Paris? A 
lecturer who took part in the sfudettt 
dernoitstraiions. wrote to the Observer: 

The srudetus w'crr neither trained nor 
armed, and on no occasion did they 
riot, attack the poiice or set fire to 
shfyps. To pr event incidents, certain 
students even created a 'service d'ordre*, 
linking arms to hold back over-enthu¬ 
siastic elements. This wax a more or 
less sptmtaneous tfjcv/v/fy, as was the 
building of barricades on the Friday 
night {with the police just keeping their 
distance and trying to look unconcerned). 

Cohn-Benditt (he student leader, war 
himself on fhe barricades calling for 
calm and asking demonstrators to re¬ 
frain from miy deliberate provocation 
of the police. To ndk of apolitical com¬ 
mandos is ridiculous. The students" 
principal aim was simply to *dig them- 
selve,s' in until negotiations took a turn 
for the bet ter. When the police finally 
attacked, at 2.2fi am., some students 
ivrrc already asleep on the pavement. 

Violence apart, the French students 
have gone further in a revolutionary 
direction than the Japanese* Americans* 
Germans. They have succeeded not only 
in forcing the state to make concessions 
hut in spreading their revolt to the in¬ 
dustrial working class, h is true that the 
official trades union and political organi¬ 
sations have asserted their own power by 
calling for strikes: the significant fact is 
that they were forced lo do this by the 
action of the students. 

The students have demonstrated on the 
streets that they will nut accept the in¬ 
vasion of the university by the state. In 
the university itself they have begun to 
establish iheir own forms of organisation. 
And by their attempts to join forces wilh 
the industrial working class they have 
shown that their ehallongc to the slate 
IS serious. 

De Gaulle’s government rnay fall: the 
French state will not. But things in 
Europe will never be quite the same 
again. 

It will not be possible for revolu¬ 
tionary' theorists to say that students arc 
a bourgeois counter-revoiationary farce. 

It will not be possible for opponents 
oE revolutionary ideas lo argue that mass 
action against the stale cannot happen. 
The bureaucrats have been given a 
warning—the people an example. 

He’s the Greatest! 

I had doubts about using that inllam- 
mable word bastards. It has inspired 
one reader to send me* anonymously, a 
small torn piece of paper inscribed w’ith 
the words: 

You are the ba.'etards. Enoch is the 
greatest of all men. 

Indeed: the greatest bastard in Britain. 

WvNFOHD Hicks. 


Mayor if he would like to take the 
opportunity to discuss with all the 
blacks, in the audience the reason for 
his being at such a meeting. He told 
me to shut up or else he would use 
the police to evict me. Bellowing deep 
into his microphone he .shouted, *You 
can't shout me down in my own Town 
Hail,, Tve got a rnicrophone. I can shout 
louder than you.' I said, Yes. baby^ let 
me hear you. . , 

Back, in the jungle slogans begin to 
appear on the walls. Big red and black 
letters sprayed in jungle type. 

DYNAMITE IS FREEDOM 
NEVER WORK 
NAMELESS WILDNESS 
HANG ALL LANDLORDS— 
BLAUK AND WHITE 
EXCESS LEADS TO THE 
PALACE OF WISDOM 
BURN BABY BURN 
There is only one thing wrong wilh 
all this. I live in 'The Grove'. If anyone 
wants u> hum or dynamite any place, 
please leave where 1 live because by 
burning down ’The Grove’ you won't 
affect Ihc MAN in the least. 

In the meantime there i.s a film being 
made In ST. SI’EPHENS GARDENS 
called Two Gentlemen', all about 
blackness and whiteness. 1 got a lele- 
gram from out of the sky offering me 
the leading role I phoned up the source 
and turned it down Lots of 'The 
Grove' black hustlers have landed parts, 
and I read some place of another being 
made up Fonobcllo Road, 

1 expect Ihc cultural programmes to 
follow, and the summer camps, and the 
black candidaic, and ihe black head¬ 
master. BUT rlT all leading to one 
thing, 'BACKS AGAINST THE WALL 
MOTHER FUCKFR'. 1 wonder whose 
voice will echo thus, 

Courtney Ti.'LLoat, 
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Facing the Some 
Problems 


'TOKEN STOPPAGES are very 
rarely a successful fiiellu>d nf 
attacking an employer. They arc 
really only a way of letting of! a bit 
of steam. They dislocate production, 
but Uiis can soon be made up and 
profits are not really affected. 

This is what happened on Wednes¬ 
day, when the engineering unions 
came out on strike in pursuance of 
their claim fora substantial increase 
in basic wage rales, not based on 
increased productivity. The strike 
was ^pretty well \00% success 
throughout the country*. \n many 
cities, marches and meetings were 
held and at a number of these a call 
went out for an all-out stoppage. 
But for many it was just another 
strike, a day*s holiday or at least a 
day off from work, when they 
caught up with the chores at home. 

However, it did not hit the 
employer very hard. British Ley land 
might have lost 4,000 vehicles worth 
£2m., but, due to there being plenty 
of warning of the stoppage, much of 
the loss was averted or can be made 
up later on. 

For those who see Hueh Scanlon*s 


Contact Column 

This column exists for mutual aid. 
Donatiom towards cost of typeacttiug 
will be welcome. 


Liver[K>ol Vlelnam Demu, Saiurday, M ay 
25. 2,30 p m., Su Georges Plateaii. 
Liverpool followed by march to 
American Cousulate, 

Interesting and worthwhile work wanted 
for young male Anarchist/Pacifist. 
Anything considered. Barry, c/o 
Beach lands. Honey Lane, Frodsham, 
Cheshire, 

Australian Comrades! Bronwen Lee. c/o 
Jansen^ 48 Kyre Avenue, Kiugswood, 
5062, South Australia (forwarding 
address only), English comrade (girl) 
hitching around Ausiraha wants to 
meet local comrades. 

Walk'on at Upper Hey ford US AF base 
with "Green Beret\ 'ACT and various 
other leafiets at approx. 2,30 p.m., 
Sunday, May 26. Transpon from 
Oxford. For details contact Chris 
Reeve, 12 Richmond Road, Oxford. 
'Rjsingliilh Qeatli of u Comprehensive 
Seboar. Posters advertising Leila 
Berg’s book—for display on school 
or college notice-boards. Please en¬ 
close 6d. stamp. From Libertarian 
Teachers’ Association, 36 Devonshire 
Road, Mil! Hill, N.W.T 
Anareitist ,SyiJibaI -useful for stickers/ 
painting walls. Suggestions please. 
One colour (i.e, outline, not red/ 
black) to Peter Neville^ 12 Soutfj 
Grove, Erdington, Birmingham 23. 
Flat wanled for two girls and two kid.s 
Tired of being discriminated against 
by rotten landowners because of 
kids. Prefer Islington/Canonbury/ 
Plighbury area. Contact Barbara or 
Julie at ’Peace News*, 5 Caledonian 
Road. N.J- Phone: ^37 4473. 

Loving fusler hciiiie is wanted for boy 
(3f years), pacifist family. Box No, 9 
WfiiiHuj] weekend camp. Manchester a«d 
Liverpool anarchists are having a 
weekend camp at Whitsuniidc, near 
Llangollen, detaik from Ron Mars- 
den, 9 Boland Street, Manchester, 14 
Fanitly with fritir children urgently seeks 
unfurnished house out of Umdon 
Write 655 Fulham Road, S,W.6. 

Hitch to Turkey, or ihcreahouts, July/ 
August. Box No. 10, 

Porton DemountmCtnn, Saturday, June 1 
—Meeting at Salisbury Market 
Square, followed by march to Porton 
June 2—f.>eaflelting. June 3—Dis¬ 
infectant Ceremony. fn forma lion 

from M. Dok«s. 25 Cranbiiry Avc\, 
Southampton. 

Emt Anitlia, If you’re near Ipswich, call 
on us. We stock all Freedom Press 
publications, and have Freedom and 
and Anarchy regularly, Orwell Bo<jks, 
44 Upper Orwell Street, Ipswich. 
Suffolk 

If foa wtsh to make contact let us know. 


election to presidency as a major 
militani achievement, the decision 
by the National Commitiee of the 
Amalgamated Union of Engineering 
and Foundry Workers (AEF) to call 
for a token strike instead of a total 
stoppage, must have been very dis¬ 
appointing. However, it does show 
that the union machinery still re¬ 
mains in the hands of the "right 
wing". 

NO PAPERS 

What highlighted Wednesday’s 
stoppage, at least in Southern Eng¬ 
land. was the failure of the national 
newspapers to publish, because of 
the unofficial sympathy action by 
Fleet Street engineers. Some news¬ 
papers, The Times, the Telegraph, 
E.xpress and the Gaardianr attempted 
publication, but were frustrated by 
members of SOGAT, who refused to 
operate machines without engineers 
present to c^rry out safety functions. 
Although the AEF leadership did 
little to dissuade the engineers, 
SOGAT militants did a good job of 
agitation to prevent other papers 
from printing. 

The Guardian is very bitter about 
this. They think they are something 
special, a muddled liberal view of 
theirs, which should make for a 
‘loyalty to one’s newspaper*. Their 
editorial says: The AEF is not in 
dispute with the new^spapers, having 
come to an agreement w'ith them 
last year. But it chose to involve 
them for the sake of a political 
demonstration. Even then, at least 
some of the newspapers might have 
appeared: they were near to doing 
so. But a sense of inter-union loyalty 
caused some printing workers (a 
minority, but enough) to prevent 
publication, fnier-union solidarity is 
a sound instinct, well warranted by 
past experience/ They then continue 
about the loyalty to the newspaper 
and ‘to the public function it fulfils’. 
But recently the Guardian^s loyalty 
only extended to the owners, when 
men were sacked in an a I tempt to 
stop the financial losses that were 
occurring then. 

The inler-union solidarity is a 
good sign and a recognition that 
problems are linked. It is a mis¬ 
taken view that because you are In 
dilfercnl unions and work in different 
industries, your problems should be 
kept to yourself. This view leads to 
isolation and defeat. 

That this is just another strike is 
also a mistaken attitude, because it 
is also political. The engineers" 


claim hits si]^p up against the 
Covernmenfs incomes policies and 
its crusade [^al productivity 
agreements. If engineers fail, 
then the struggle that much harder 
for the next gre^up of workers. In¬ 
dustrial slruggi^j are linked, we all 
have the same basic problems and 
wc all now face the additional opp<5- 
silion of the State to our claims for 
higher wages and better conditions. 
INCREASED EXPLOITATION 

On top of this, we. as workers, are 
exploited either by the State or a 
private employer." "The benefits of 
the wealth that is produced by our 
labours goes to a minority in our 
society. It is to maintain this that 
the Government’s incomes policies 
were devised. Its aim is to increase 
profit, with greater exploitation of 
the worker. All workers suffer this 
exptoilalion to a greater or lesser 
degree, according to the strength of 
their union organisation. 

Workers* problems are related. 
The incomes policies arc a means to 
cure the current capitalist crisis. 
Other countries have faced the same 
situation and their Governments 
have carried out similar policies. 
France is an example of this and 
workers there are now in revolt 
against the consequences of these 
policies, which have brought them a 
lower standard of living, increased 
exploitation and increasing unem¬ 
ployment. So the problems facing 
the British workers here are 
basically the same as tliose of their 
French brothers. Students also face 
siniilai' problems, with low grants, 
very little in tffc ruhn trig" oT their 
colleges, jua as workers have little 
control ovei["their jobs. 

Alt are involved in the increased 
exploitationi^ai is taking place and 
all should unite to oppose it and the 
system of which it is a part, with 
revolutionary ideas. Because we are 
Anarchists, wc do not want to re¬ 
place one system of exploitation with 
that of anotlier. We want people to 
run and control the places in which 
they work, where goods would be 
made, under workers' control, for 
the needs of the community and not 
for the profit of the few. 

It is no good looking to politicians 
or trade union leaders to do this, we 
should look to oureives. We, the 
people, the workers in the factories, 
on building sites, on the land, in the 
hospitals, in colleges and universities, 
we are the only ones who can do it, 
by our owntefforts, p.T, 


THE MAY DAY COMMITTEE 


T HL LONDON WORKERS May Day 
Committee, which organised the 
march of more than workers and 

students on Wednesday. May I, will be 
kept in being, Thtjt was decided by a 
meeting of about 60 engineers, printerfi. 
building workers, teachers and students 
(most of whom had taken part in the 


May I march). H was generally agreed 
that the May Day Committee should be 
developed inb an organisation around 
which real socialists can gather. 

The anti-Working class policies of the 
Labour Gnvernment have completely dis¬ 
credited the Labour Party and caused the 
workers to reject it- The Communist 


May Day in Melbourne 


T he MELBOURNE Anarchist Group 
opened its action by participating 
in the Trades Hall May Day March and 
managed to muster 30 comrades which 
was admirable for a first etforu Espe¬ 
cially considering the .small amount of 
active comrades beforehand. Also mem¬ 
bers of the CNT were marching and 
together wc appeared quite strong. 

The NJ J- flag wavers were out in force 
bui thejr docile acceptance of the local 
Union hacks May Day platitudes left 
them overshadowed by the Red and 
Black/Black Bag people who did not 
accept. Subsequently the Anarchist pre- 
scnce was noted and the response in 
terms of enquiries and arguments after 


the rafly, madu fu^’ worthwhile 

sojourn into ’left wing’ ranks. Next 
year wc plan m hold our own May 1 
activity with the view to bigger and 
belter things. 

The London MaV I made news¬ 
papers in Australia but was concerned 
mainly with the Rowell incidents. A 
rider, however cleared the Anarchists of 
such deviaiioni 

the International ^»ocrialists niarched 
under industrial-firiented banners Also 
Octavio Alburola has made news space, 
thougli generally iniplying ’Anprehists 
can’t bu trusted Dmiradcs’. Shades of 
the Stuart Christ publtcity here, 

S. John. 
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PUT YOUR HEARTS 
INTO YOUR WORK! 


T he first heart transplam operation 
in this country w^as commercialised 
into a national achievemeni, with hags 
and bunting. It was an outstanding medi¬ 
cal and surgical achievement, but tbc 
‘Tnr backing Britain* badges were sicken¬ 
ing, especially as it was an Irish heart 
that was beating inside Mr. West. 

The donor was a carpenter and he was 
fatally injured when he fell from scaf¬ 
folding on the Southwark Borough 
CounciLs site in Pcckham. This fact was 
hardly mentioned at the time of the 
operation. The papers that did only gave 
it a line or two. However, his work¬ 
mates stopped work as a token of their 
sympathy, but also m protest against 
what they consider are inadequate safety 
measures on the councirs site. 

The Chairman of the site's Works 
Committee made the following allega¬ 
tions: 'That there is no ftiU-time qualified 
first-aid nurse on the site. That a request 
of the foreman scaffolder to build a 
“bird-cage'* — safely scaffolding — at the 
place where Mr. Ryan fell about 17 feet 
to a concrete floor* was turned down 
several. weeks ago.* /The reason alleged 
to have been given was that the engmeerH' 
specifications did not require such scaf¬ 
folding. The men yesterday maintained 
that safety regulations required working 
scaffolding to be built when men would 
be working more than six feet six inches 
from the ground.* 

^The safety officer on this site is a real 
safety officer** said Mr, Brian Boggans. 
scaffolder, "but he has been over-ruled 
time after time. The management say 
they can't afford the scaffolding.* The 
site lacks in other requirements, having 
only six toilets and two hot water taps 
for 400 men. 

The men also stopped work on the day 
of Mr. Pat Ryan^s funeral* On Wednes¬ 
day, the whole site downed tools in pro¬ 
test against the sacking of Bro. Finn, 
Chairman of the Works Committee, and 
Bro. Boggan, a scaffoldcr. These men were 
sacked for *misrepresentation*, along with 
three other workers. One can only 
assume the Southwark Borough Council 
was embarrassed by the interview these 
two men gave to newspaper reporters. 
The only paper that printed it was the 
Morning Star, from which the above 
quotes have been taken. 

At the time of writing, the strike is 
still on and workers have said they did 
not want to be sacked for ‘talking to the 


Press about anything'. Southwark's Town 
Clerk has said that the reports are ‘with¬ 
out foundation arid incorrect* 

On this occasion, the Marning Star 
should be congratulated for publishing 
the men's views, for safety measures on 
building situs leave a lot to be desired. 

This is equally true with the GLC and 
other local authorities, direct labour 
schemes, as well as the private companies. 

There are many good .safety officers, 
but their efforts and those of the shop 
stewards arc frustrated by managements 
and the bureaucrata of the GLC and the 
Local Aulhorilics. A strict vigilance has 
to be always maintained by the men, 
otherwise the maTragement usually lets 
things slide* The provision that guides 
safety measures is not the wellbeing of 
the men, but how much it will cost. 

Deaths on building sites are mounting. 
Twelve men have been killed in the 
London area already this year. The in¬ 
creasing mechanisation on sites and 
higher buildings now being put up have 
produced a heavy toll in lives and suffer¬ 
ing. You cannot prevcni accidents, but 
safety regulatjon^ must be adhered lo 
and if tbe management fad in this, then 
the workers should force them lo. 

Unfortunately* the regulations are 
either inadequate or full of loopholes, 
through which the employers wriggle. It 
needs an all-out campaign to tighten up 
on safety. The Hammersmith and Ken¬ 
sington Trades Council is starting such 
3 campaign to gain safeguards on screw 
jacks, used in jacking up tower cranes 
when new sections are added. A recent 
fatal accident on a council site in the 
area happened when this jacking process ^ 
was taking place and the jack sheared 
through metal fatigue. The provision of 
a ratchet would probably have saved the ^ 
man’s life. Here again if is a matter of 
cost and the Board of Trade’s regulations 
do not require such safeguards on lifting J 
equipment of this sort. 

Union organisation on sites is one of * 
the best safeguards against accidents. 
Without the shop steward’s vigilance and 
the threat of organised action, chingi 
would be far worse* However, more 
stringent regulations are needed, with in¬ 
dependent safety officers on ail targe sites 
and regular visits to the smaller ones. 

The building worker does not want to | 
become the supplier of hearts, but wants 
to work in a safe industry* 

P.T 


Parly, associated as it is with the dicta¬ 
torial regimes in Russia and Eastern 
Europe, offers no alternative. It is a 
dangerous situation into which Powell 
and the fascists are pouring their racialist 
poison. 

Under these circumstances, an organi¬ 
sation which will take socialist and 
FcvokUionary ideas into the working 
class must somehow be created to urge 
the destruction of this rotten state-ridden 
capitalist system and its replacement by 
a free, socialist society based on workers' 
control of production and distribution. 

All who want to help in this task arc 
welcome. The main activity at this stage 
will be open-air meetings. The first one 
was held last Sunday in the East End's 
’Club Row’ market. All who turned up 
and spoke, sold BteraUirc, and generally 
helped to make it a success arc thanked 
most sincerely* Now let*s carry on the 
good work, ff racialism is lo be stopped 
socialists must get out to the people and 
make more socialists. You can say what 
you like on the May E>ay platform— 
providing you are for the ending of 
capitalism* There will be no *line' and 
no control over what is said and done. 
Like millions of people everywhere we 


arc utterly opposed to bureaucratic orders 
from on high. Give us your support* 
Below is a list of meetings that have 
already been arranged. If you have ideas 
for other sites for meetings let us know* 
Write to the May Day Committee, 29 
Love Walk, S,E,S, or contact supporters 
in your area. 

John Lawrence, 

Chairman, 

May t>ay CommiHee* 


MEETINGS 
SUNDAY, MAY 26 

Comer of Matthew Road and Cbesfiire 
Sireet, Bethnal Green, at 11 a.m, (^Club 
Row* Market), 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29 
Comer of CKsulston Street and Euston 
Road, St. Paticras, at 8 p*m* 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5 
Camberwell Green, S,E.S, comer of 
W ren Road, at 8 |i,m- 
SUNDAY, JtnVE 9 


Corner of Lherpmil Grove 
worth Road (near East l^n 
S,E*I7). 

(Wc urge all comrades wli 
speak, and sell anarchist Itlerai 
along to thesfe nioeiings.—EdU 


Wat* 

i^eU 
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